CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:
Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:
Cllr J Hodder; Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr P Stanton, Cllr Thomson, Cllr Millard
Acting Clerk: 
Cllr P Taylor
Minutes of the Cheswardine Parish Council Meeting held at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 14th December 2021
1 Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation


577
Apologies from Cllr Gittins and the Clerk who was unable to attend due to health reasons. 
Cllr Taylor explained that as he was taking minutes in the absence of the Clerk he would not be able to vote on any motion.
The owner of Ellerton Hall outlined his plans for a “Luxury Holiday Retreat” and answered some questions regarding road access and sympathetic development from Cllrs in advance of this evening’s planning application.


2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct 
Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA Co-Cllr option was proposed by d1972 s94)
None received.


3
Co-option of Councillor
Tony Millard who had expressed the wish to be considered for co-option gave a brief description of his background, experience, and his desire to participate in the Parish Council. Mr Millard left the meeting and Councillors discussed the application. Proposal for co-option was made by Cllr Thomson and seconded by Cllr Hodder. All agreed. Resolved. Cllr Millard completed the Acceptance Form which will be passed to the Clerk, and the Declaration of Interests will be sent to Shropshire Council directly by Cllr Millard.

Brought Forward: 
12
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)

a
Applications 

21/05269/FUL  (validated: 23/11/2021)
Address:  Ellerton Hall, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey extension to cover an existing swimming pool
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R244V2TDJEQ00
It was considered by Cllrs that a business of this type in the Parish would be of benefit to the community in terms of amenity and employment.

No objection return proposed by Cllr Faulkner, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved.

4
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  16th November 2021 (Local 
Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Proposed to accept by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Hodder. All agreed. Resolved.

5
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Grant Application Documents to be simplified on the website. When navigating through “Financial Information” the revision has been made, but the original document remains when navigating through “Governance” (Policies/Documents). Clerk to complete.
Chipnall Oak Tree – update from Clerk awaited regarding date of inspection by highways. 

Additional poppy order – update requested from Clerk.

6
Unitary Councillor’s report
 
None received.

7
Housekeeping 
a)
Allotments – Tenancy agreement – update (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)
The Allotment Society had advised Cllr Taylor some small changes are required in the allotment agreement, and that he needs visibility of the attachments as stated in the text.  He has communicated this to the Clerk.

Allotment Society have paid the annual rent and the cheque has been posted to the Clerk.
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b)
Update on Land Registry application 
Playing Field complete as reported at last meeting.

The previously agreed statement regarding the Additional Land has been submitted by Cllr Taylor to the Solicitor.  

c)
Parish Council logo – to enable Councillors to discuss/approve a logo for the Parish Council

It was agreed to run this initiative with the Social Media initiative below rather than as a separate item.

d)
Social Media – 
To enable Councillors to discuss/further consider Parish Council usage
Previously agreed for Cllr Taylor to develop an outward looking Facebook page as a Strategic Objective.

No progress to date. 

e)
Defibrillator installation – Signage update
Contractors have approached the Red Lion regarding enclosure upgrade. It was agreed that it would have been preferable for the PC to clear the upgrade with the pub in advance.

Signage at Wharf. All information with the Clerk for action. 

f) 
Bus Service Update
Cllr Stanton updated the meeting on the current situation which has cost the Parish Council £209 net for the initial 8 weeks which has been considerably under the subsidy previously agreed as acceptable.

Extension of the scheme (with a break for the Christmas/New Year gap) until 4/2/22 proposed by Cllr Hillard and seconded by Cllr Thompson. All agreed. Resolved.

g)
Strategic Objectives Plan – to discuss/agree
Adoption of responsibility of allocated areas proposed by Cllr Taylor 

ADDRESSING A KNOWN ISSUE            

General road conditions          Cllr Faulkner
Soudley & Cheswardine Speeding      Cllr Faulkner
Poor communication from PC to Community (social media)            Cllr Taylor
Councillor recruitment            Cllr Taylor
Support growth in Cheswardine School          Cllr Stanton
ENHANCING LIFE IN THE PARISH         

Electrical vehicle charge points           Cllr Thomson

Village in Bloom           Cllr Thomson
5 Year playground replacement plan              Cllr Hodder
Parish hall solar power            Not allocated

Acceptance of these allocated areas proposed by Cllr Taylor seconded by Cllr Stanton. All agreed. Resolved.

h)
Loss of Clerk protocol
Some concerns were expressed regarding the complication of this system. All Councillors will all review this document for further discussion at the next meeting. Cllr Taylor to circulate again.
Employment Committee Terms of Reference 
Motion that Cllr Taylor and Cllr Thomson review these suggestions on behalf of the Parish Council and report at next meeting. Proposed Cllr Taylor seconded Cllr Stanton. All agreed. Resolved.


8
Parish Matters 
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a)
To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps: 

i) Cheswardine School report
Verbal report from Cllr Stanton advising that management had been severely affected by Covid within students and the teaching staff. It is hoped that the Christmas break will provide a “fire break.”

ii) Parish Hall report 
Verbal report from Cllr Stanton advising most of the major tasks have been completed, and now the committee is moving down to smaller issues. First wedding had been held in the upgraded hall (local couple) and the hall was in profit monthly.

b)
Street lighting 
To acknowledge receipt of a request for lighting for Church Street (LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301) 
Acknowledged although the meeting noted that this was the third time this had been raised by the correspondent.

The Parish Council had declined to act previously (after discussions with residents) but Cllr Faulkner took an action to speak with the injured party and report back at the next meeting.
Replacement of streetlight knocked down – awaiting a replacement installation date from Eon via Clerk (installation to be close to the garden and not to the road)

c)
Playing fields /Playground 
To enable Councillors to discuss remedial work needs/action plan following receipt of the annual inspection 
Cllr Hodder reported on a meeting with Mr Glover to rectify 3 required medium priority actions.

New Inspection contractor quotation awaited via Clerk.


d)
Grounds maintenance – to report any concerns/issues
Dog waste bin (Westcott Lane entrance) cannot be repaired. Cllr Taylor to retrieve general bin previously removed for possible reinstallation as a dog waste bin (with sticker).


9
Highways/Environmental Health matters

a)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures: grit box provision
Meeting being arranged by Clerk with Phil Lloyd – Red Barns junction – date awaited.
Goldstone horse rider signs still outstanding after 2 years – clerk to Chase
Grit box missing from Fox & Hounds which caused traffic problems recently. Previously reported (last year) Clerk to chase resolution – considered urgent.  

b) speed checks – dates awaited from Clerk for speed measuring installation.

10
Finance

a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information

Spend stands at £19,283 against the 12-month operational budget of £21,703 (3/4-year pro rata would be £16,000)

Spent from reserves (outside operational budget)  CCTV £2,500 Fence £2,800 Defib £1,400 Signs £400 = £7,100
Operational budget for 12 months equates to £1,800 per month with 3 months to go which (broadly) would indicate final year end reserves at Current Reserves £32,500 minus £5,400 (3 x £1,800) = £27,000

Information for bank reconciliation unavailable. Usually done monthly, requirement is quarterly. 

b)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
 Invoices additional to the agenda list as follows.

RBL - £25 (donation) Walking Leaflets £193 SALC GDPR training Clerk £30 Street light electricity £106 
Payment of all invoices proposed by Cllr Faulkner and seconded by Cllr Tomson. All agreed. Resolved.
Cllr Taylor with liase with Clerk to effect payments.
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c)
Adult gym equipment – application for a Severn Trent Wellbeing Grant update

Cllr Thomson confirmed that the Severn Trent grant application had been unsuccessful.

It was proposed by Cllr Thomson that we proceed utilising cash reserves £6,358 (ex vat).

Seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed Resolved..

Clerk to place order with Supplier.

Cllr Thomson agreed to lead the decisions regarding location of installation. 

d)
Bank charges – to discuss new charges implemented
Consideration to change banks now incumbent will charge for transactions.

Clerk to brief council on full situation at next meeting and the cost implications if the existing bank starts to charge. It was noted that this was a general move of the banks towards all such accounts, and a new bank might also start charging soon. Also, that significant complication normally ensues from a banking change. 

e)
Bank mandate update & telephone banking applications - update
Completed paperwork is with the Clerk for action. 

f)
Budget review and precept requirement consideration plus Allocation of Reserves
Precept was £21,703 this year.
An increase of +3% would yield £651 and +5% £1,085

A general discussion was held regarding levels of precept to be requested. Analysis expected from Shropshire Council soon which will assist. 
Councillors were asked to itemise any additional anticipated costs (in addition to normal operational costs) in the next financial year (ex vat) and the following was outlined.

Cllr Thomson - Adult Training Equipment £6,358
Cllr Hodder - Playground equipment replacement allocation £4,000 

Cllr Stanton - Supporting Cheswardine School numbers £750

Cllr Taylor - Social Media initiative advertising £500

Cllr Thomson - Car charging points and Village in Bloom £currently unspecified  

Cllr Taylor – Ellerton defib £1,500

Total minimum £13k   

It was agreed that Cllr Taylor would review the current financial spend and advise the general position of cash requirements against current precept levels of £21,703 if these plans were implemented.  

g)
Milestone re-lettering quote for approval
Cannot be actioned until we have consistent good weather but the £272.40 plus vat quote requires revision as there is a second stone on the back of the boulder that was not included. 

h)
North Salop Wheelers – Presentation of breakdown of monies due
Proposal of £154 payment made by Cllr Stanton, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed, Resolved.
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	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/12/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£359.97
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/21
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£90.00
	101317
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/12/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£29.54
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/12/21
	Groundforce
	Maintenance
	£150.00
	101318
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	30/12/21
	PG Skips
	Bin Hire/Emptying
	£25.54
	101319
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	25/11/21
	MedUk
	Replacement defib cabinet for the Red Lion
	£756.00
	101320
	PHA 1936 s234

	13/12/21
	P Stanton
	Expenses – Bus
	£160.95
	101321
	Transport Act 1985 106A

	24/11/21
	Shropshire Council
	Third quarter energy supply charges
	£127.43
	DD
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	12/12/21
	Drayton Works
	Walking Leaflets
	£193
	101322
	LGA 1972 s111

	9/12/21
	SALC
	Training
	£30
	101323
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/12/21
	RBL
	Wreath
	£25
	101324
	Chairman’s expenses


11
Correspondence
To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
a)
Garden party nominations

Noted by Councillors. Any suggestions to be sent to the Clerk 
b)
PG Skips Christmas collections notification

Noted by Councillor

c)
 SALC October Meeting – ambulance waiting times and planning (Shropshire Council)
Minutes have been circulated to Councillors. No issues were raised

12
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
a
Applications 

21/05269/FUL  (validated: 23/11/2021)
Address:  Ellerton Hall, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Item taken earlier in the meeting.

b
Decisions  - None received

13
Items for January’s Meeting Agenda
Shawbroom Farm extension application
Should Cheswardine remain a members of FIT? Cllr Taylor to advise of any advantages.
Hobgoblins proposed field rebooking request 30/6 – 3/7/22 at £150 (agreed in 2020). 

14
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 
1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters 
None received.

There being no further business for discussion the meeting was closed at 20:53 by the Chairman.

Next Meeting date 18th January 2022

