CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 19th November 2019 at the Parish Hall



Acting Chairman: 
Cllr P Taylor

Councillors:

Cllr J Hodder; Cllr P Stanton; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr S Stallard 
Clerk


Mrs M Joyce
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1 Chairman’s welcome & announcements
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Cllr R Gittins attended the Meeting.  Cllr Millar sent her apologies.  No members of the public attended the Meeting. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting opening proceedings at 7:32pm.  





2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest
No members of the public were present.

3 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations were received. 



4 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th October 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Hodder proposed, Cllr Thomson seconded, the minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting.
Clerk to send map of lighting scheme to Cllr Stanton. 

5 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s 

Cllr Gittins reported that EE are looking to improve mobile services in the county.  BT are holding a meeting with the company.  Cllr Gittins is trying to establish areas where EE coverage is particularly poor.  The coverage checker for EE is unreliable.  Councillors discussed local mobile reception.  
Appointment of a new Governor for the parish was discussed. The Federation has been named as the ‘Goldstone Federation’. They are striving for equal representation from both parishes.  Cllr Stallard gave an overview of the role having previously been a governor representing the Council.  Councillors discussed the importance of having representation from Cheswardine as there could be a possibility of the majority of the main roles being held by Hinstock bodies.  Cllr Stanton was proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Cllr Gittins to put Cllr Stanton forward for co-option. Resolved. 
Complaint received from a resident about speeding in Glebe Close to the School. Extra warning signage was requested. Cllr Stanton was asked to check the signage and Councillors asked to monitor if parking is being properly managed. 
A41 safety campaign – next meeting 13th December.  New road markings on Sandford stretch raised. They were reported to be inadequate. A query was raiased as to why worn out markings had not been renewed when the new markings were done. 
b)
Parish Councillors’ 
No meetings had been attended.




6
Parish Matters: 
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a) 
Parish Hall: 
Councillors reported that the soft upvc panels on the conservatory roof had bolts loose which had resulted in a leak – This has now been fixed.  Business plan for bar being looked at by 4 members.  Trying to get Community Pay Back Team to do some painting/decorating in the Hall.  
b)
General Maintenance and or Repairs:  to include
-
Recreation Field/Playground: Goal posts; Any remedial work required; 
Some areas requiring attention raised at the last meeting have now been dealt with.  Slab brackets were left exposed on the concrete slabs – trying to source caps.  Goal posts require some stabilisation work but not currently thought to be urgent repair. 
-
Street lighting – Clerk to forward the map to Cllr Stanton. Light opposite the old exchange building – (50 yrds from Podmore Road going out towards Soudley) last light in Cheswardine was reported as in need of attention.  
The Clerk advised that the council should consider changing energy supplier as the current costs seem disproportionately high.  Rough estimates for replacements were given and comparables for other Councils given.  The Clerk recommended a programme to upgrade the lighting – 28 lights to upgrade.  Current sox lights will be discontinued in 2023. FIT lease should cost c £1500 rather than the c£10,000 originally budgeted for.  Clerk  to get quote from Npower for unmetered supply and from Eon to replace the lights.  
Request from a resident requesting a street light for the communal parking area at the Westfields.  The other lighting in this area is Shropshire Council owned.  Councillors to investigate.
-
Grounds Maintenance
Nothing to report.  
c)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention: 
Incidents of fly-tipping have been reported online by Councillors. The Bungalow at Chipnall has a pothole outside it – to report (TF9 2RB).  Discarded tractor tyres dumped on road out of Soudley.  Cllr Stanton to report online.  Salt bins have been checked and are all full.    However, the salt bin Waggs Brook, has been damaged. It is on the Shropshire side of the boundary.   
-
To receive update of works previously requested: 
-
Litter bins – to enable Councillors to consider condition of bins/replacements:
Site visit with a representative from Shropshire Council tomorrow at 10am.  

d)
Allotments – lease agreement update
Cheque received from the Allotment association for the rent. The Clerk raised the agreement which was originally drawn up for a period of 3 years in 2011. A new rent has been suggested for £400 per annum.  To await an official notification from the PCC.  This will have be put to the Allotment Society for consideration.  
e)
Decommissioning of phone kiosks
3 phone kiosks on the list – Chipnall (local community wish to adopt and remove telephony equipment), Symonds Way (local phone number – no flag to keep it); ‘mystery’ phone box with Cheswardine number but Drayton Road Loggerheads address – Councillors thought that this could be the phone box in Soudley which is proposed for decommissioning – Cllr Stanton to check the phone (01639 661328) address and postcode TF9 4BT are thought to be incorrect.  661 numbers are prevalent in Soudley.  The Councillors agreed to adopt the kiosk with the 661328 number.  
Councillors discussed potential locations for additional defibrillators and agreed to adopt all three kiosks with a view to housing defibrillators in the future.  Proposed by Cllr Hodder, seconded by Cllr Taylor. All agreed. 
7
Housekeeping
a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
i) NSAC: Cllr Stanton reported back from the meeting on Monday.  Presentation given on social housing by Connexus – affordable and social, shared ownership and not for profit housing.  The Company operates in Shropshire and Herefordshire.  Looking for opportunities to develop social housing on small developments.  Outdoor partnership scheme presentation.  Need local volunteers to carry out maintenance on footpaths etc. 3360 miles of footpaths – 3rd largest in the country.  Lost ways can be claimed until 2026. 
iii) Parish Hall: covered 
Helicopter Liaison Group – meeting held in October – no update
b.
Website – any items for inclusion to be brought forward: Riparian Landowners guides now uploaded.
c.
Parish Magazine – Cllr Taylor has put in a submission – to go on Cheswardine Chat. When feedback has been given from FIT Cllr Taylor will do further update on taking responsibility for the playing fields. 
d
DPIs – to ensure all Councillors have completed the required form – Cllr Faulkner to submit another form to Shropshire council
e
Appointment of Parish Council representative for the School Governing body if appropriate
Cllr Stanton to be put forward.

8
Planning 







i)
Applications: 
19/04284/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Change of use from garage to dog grooming salon LOCATION: 6 Glebe Close, Cheswardine, TF9 2RU, , . OS REFERENCE: 372052 – 329755
Cllr Stanton gave overview supporting the application.  Cllr Faulkner seconded, all agreed.
19/04552/FUL Lipley Hall Farm –The Parish Council notes that this is a retrospective planning application for a building erected in 2016. The Parish Council is disappointed that planning permission was not sought prior to construction.
The application description is for an 'outdoor kitchen' however the Parish Council questioned this as the building comprises not only a kitchen area but a sitting room and a large washroom facility (potential for a complete bathroom facility). In addition it is noted that there is the potential for an area at one end of the building to be enclosed/incorporated to create additional accommodation - ie the potential for a bedroom. The overall construction/design suggests that this is not an 'outdoor kitchen' facility, but more of a separate dwelling/annexe to the main house.
The design statement states that the building is 'subservient and well related to the existing dwelling' - The Parish Council does not agree with this statement. The construction is of a large/overbearing size, making a substantial addition to the property. The Council considers the construction to be inappropriate due to the context of its setting (ie close to the main house), its size and the choice of materials used ie large areas of glass which are not in keeping with the design of the historic farm house.
The construction contravenes CS6 which states that all development 'protects, restores, enhances the natural, built and historic environment and is appropriate in scale, density, pattern and design taking into account the local context and character, and those features which contribute to local character, having regard to national and local design guidance, landscape character assessments and ecological strategies where appropriate.' It therefore also contravenes Core Strategy Strategic Objectives 10: Promote high quality sustainable design and construction in all new development, ensuring that developments respond to their local context..' and CS SO 11: 'Ensure that the character, quality and diversity of Shropshire's built, natural and historic environment is protected, enhanced and, where possible, restored, in a way that respects landscape character, biodiversity, heritage values, an local distinctiveness, ...'.  In conclusion, the Parish Council objects to this application on the grounds of size, the inappropriateness of design being in close proximity to an historic building and being unsympathetic to the character of the main house, and the type of construction materials used. Councillors agreed to object, proposed by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Stallard, all agreed.
ii)
Decisions: None received
9
Finance:
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	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/10/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/19
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£81.61
	101174
	LGA 1972 s112

	19/11/19
	PCC
	Allotment rent
	£387.50
	101175
	Smallholdings and Allotments Act 1908 s23/26/42

	19/11/19
	RBL
	Wreath
	£25.00
	101176
	Chairman’s expenses


i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information 
ii) 
Payments: To receive invoices for payment inc those received post agenda publication – Cllr Faulkner proposed that all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. 
iii)
Budget – Councillors to consider the draft budget proposed by the Clerk.  To consider/propose any changes at the December meeting.  
iv)
Bank mandates – to update signatories – December
v)
Funding request to enable reprinting of parish walking leaflets for £430.  Cllr Taylor proposed approving the grant request, seconded by Cllr Hodder , all agreed.  Clerk to request payee information. 
vi)
FIT – Transfer of title deeds & Bowling green agreements – Bowling Club agreement has now been  signed.  
vii)
Defibrillators – Councillors agreed that 3 additional defibrillators are required for the Parish.  Quotes to be obtained from Heartstart midlands – and the provider of the existing machine.  
viii)
Allotment society rent  & Churchyard maintenance grant
Wreath – Cllr Faulkner proposed a donation of £25 be made to the RBL, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 
The PCC has enquired as to how it should submit a request for a grant to assist with cemetery maintenance.  The Clerk circulated a Legal Topic Note from the National Association Of Local Councils regarding contributions for cemeteries -   A Parish Council has powers to contribute to the costs of maintaining closed cemetery.  To check previous year’s contribution – (thought to be £420). Clerk to request application form to be completed and to request latest copy of accounts (if not already received).  


10
Correspondence (to include courses and meetings)
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SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes/Future Fit updates etc:  received by Clerk and distributed by email; Shropshire Playing Pitch & Outdoor Sport Strategy survey; Shropshire Council Press Release regarding Vitamin D; ‘On the beat’ community policing newsletter; Dementia Care Homes report; CiL EOI; Environmental Maintenance Grants; SC Highways Winter Service Plan;  West Mercia PCC's Rural Crime Strategy Consultation; 
VE Day 75 8th May 2020: committee are working on an idea – December meeting agenda.  Councillors agreed that a plaque should be provided for the village VE Day tree.  
Smartwater – Councillors considered whether there is a local need for the scheme to be rolled out – they noted that Police and Crime Commissioner is offering kits at a discounted rate to Parish Councils. Councillors agreed that local domestic crime rates are low and that they do not consider the scheme to be necessary. 
The Clerk reported that she had been unable to source extra lamp post poppies and that an order would need to be placed in the New Year. Cllr Stanton proposed buying an additional 15, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed.
 
11
Parish Matters/Items for inclusion in the next Agenda
Budgets/precept requirement.
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 10:30pm.

Date of the next Ordinary  Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council Tuesday 10th December 2019 

