CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Remote Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 24th November 2020 held via Zoom


Chairman: 

Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:

Cllr P Stanton; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr J Hodder; Cllr D Faulkner
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr R Gittins
Clerk


Mrs M Joyce




www.cheswardineparishcouncil.org.uk
1
Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation 
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The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:31pm.   One member of the public attended the Meeting raising four questions: 1) What capacity does the PC have to report highways defect to Shropshire Council; 2) Weed removal on High Street; 3) Whether the PC can ask for temporary fencing outside a property to be removed and 4) Whether the Parish Council would consider an additional street light for Church Lane.  The Chairman confirmed the first two can be dealt with. The third has been previously looked into but is permissible.  The fourth can be considered. The resident was thanked for attending. 

2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

No declarations were received.



3
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  20th October 2020

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Stanton queried the FIT and legal expenses in relation to the transfer of land.  The Chairman confirmed that they were incorrect and proposed that they be amended, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed Resolved. On that basis Cllr Taylor proposed the Minutes were a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. The Minutes were duly signed.  Resolved. 

4
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised. 

5
Housekeeping









a)
Co-option of Councillors/Review of 6 month rule prior to an election – to discuss 
Councillors discussed the recent Casual Vacancy and available seats.  The Chairman reminded Councillors that the tenure is for 4 years.  The next elections will take place in May 2021.  Guidance recommends not to co-opt during the last 6 months prior to an election as a new Councillor may only take office for a short period of time.  Councillors considered whether they should co-opt at this time or wait for seats to be filled at the next election.  Councillors also took into consideration the difficulties of meeting via remote platforms and being unable to meet candidates face to face.  Councillors unanimously agreed not to co-opt at this time but to leave seats to be filled at the next election, as proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved. 

6
Reports: 

a)
Unitary Cllr’s report

Cllr Gittins reported that the Shropshire Council tree scheme has re-opened.  They have ordered an additional 20k trees.  Cllr Gittins asked if the Council believes that its area has been well supported by Shropshire Council during the pandemic. Cllr Taylor responded that a stream of advice had been received throughout including a good level of information. 

Cllr Faulkner queried the tier systems and how they are calculated. 





b)
 Councillors’ reports: to inc Remembrance Service; SALC AGM; NSAC Mtg 
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Cllr Taylor reported that a lovely service had been held outside and that a wreath had been laid on behalf of the Parish Council.
Cllr Taylor had attended the NSAC meeting at which two Highways representatives had presented, the Portfolio holder and the Land Drainage Officer.  He had not been able to attend the SALC AGM.

7
Parish Matters 

a)
Cheswardine School – To receive update from PC rep
Cllr Stanton gave a report from the School. Attendance has not dipped below 92% this term.  Children are getting back on track following education disruptions earlier in the year. 
Councillors discussed PTA fundraising proposals.  No objections were raised providing Government guidelines are adhered to. 

b)
Parish Hall – To receive update from PC reps; To review CCTV requirement – to consider a proposal to upgrade the system & obtain quotes; CCTV controllers – to agree

Cllr Stanton gave a report following the recent AGM and Board of Management changes.  Aims for the year were highlighted such as maintenance work and ideas to increase footfall. 

Councillors discussed recent problems with the CCTV system.  Changes on the Hall Board of Management has resulted in needing 2 new CCTV operators for the BOM. Training will need to be arranged.  The machine has been replaced. Councillors considered the current level of coverage and agreed that a new more up to date system should be considered. Cllr Taylor proposed obtaining quotes for a new system, perhaps with additional cameras, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. Councillors Taylor and Faulkner to assess camera needs and specification required. 













c)
Street lighting
Councillors agreed to include the provision of an extra light on the December agenda.

d)
Defibrillators – to consider a proposal to purchase x2 additional defibrillators for the parish; outstanding signage; labelling/signage; solar lighting for kiosk – quote; training; property identification aids  for the ambulance service; 

Councillor Taylor proposed purchasing two additional defibrillators for outlying areas such as Goldstone and Ellerton.  Cllr Faulkner seconded this proposal, all agreed. Resolved.  Councillors to look for appropriate locations for installation.  Clerk to check to see if NF money can be used to purchase. 
Signage for the defibrillators to be commissioned to include location grid references and What3Words.  To obtain quotes. 
Cllr Hodder reported difficulties in finding solar lights for the kioks.  To pursue. 

e)
Playing fields – Cycle track and Adult gym equipment quotes: to receive/consider

Cllr Thomson had circulated adult gym information to Councillors in advance of the Meeting. He recommended community engagement prior to any equipment purchase.  This would be needed if grant funding was requested. Cllr Taylor proposed getting quotes, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved.
Cycle track proposal to be put in abeyance.


f)
Playground –to receive latest inspection updates/update on remedial works/to consider quotes for replacement parts 
Cllr Hodder reported all items in annual inspection reports were low risk.  New bearing installed into roundabout.  Cable ties now installed onto top of the swings to prevent birds. To date this measure appears to be working.  A request has been received for a ‘birds nest’ and a ‘zip wire’.  To obtain quotes for consideration.  


g)
War memorial tree purchase and planting – to discuss/agree



516
Cllr Taylor reported that it had been recommended to check if any mains services run underground under the field prior to planting the Memorial tree. Cllr Taylor to obtain addresses.  Cllr Taylor proposed a suggested planting location to Councillors for consideration. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved. 

h)
Memorial bench update

No further update. 

8
Highways/Environmental Health matters

a)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns inc Westfields gate

Cllr Gittins reported that the Hghways engineer is due to inspect this shortly.  Councillors stressed the health and safety concern. 


b)
Rubbish collection from playing fields/local bin emptying – to discuss

Collection has been moved to monthly pickups. 

Bin outside Hall had not been emptied for several weeks. This was reported to SC. The bin has since been removed by an unknown party. It is on SC’s pickup schedule. Councillors to replace with the bin removed from the playing field.  

c)
To receive a proposal to fund a local bus service

Cllr Stanton proposed a motion to fund a bus service for Cheswardine Parish. His proposal was to engage a bus company to use a 29 seater bus to run to Market Drayton on market day (Wednesday).  The cost would be in the region of £3500 pa dependent upon take up.  This would be a closed service. He gave an overview of projected costs according to numbers using the service. The Clerk reported that the Transport Act 1985 gives powers to give grants to bodies towards expenditure incurred in connection with operating  a bus service to be wholly or mainly for the benefit of members of the public who are elderly or disabled, or a community bus service which can only be exercised if it is to the benefit of persons living in the council’s area and a permit in relation to the use of the vehicle by means of which the service is to be provided has been granted to the body concerned.   To be taken forward for further research. 

9
Housekeeping
a)
Website


The Clerk reported that new items relating to Riparian Landowners duties, the use of drones and owning boats for use on inland waterways have been uploaded. 


b)
Meeting dates for 2021
To be put on the website and circulated to Councillors. 

10
Finance












a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information
Up to date spreadsheets and copies of bank statements were circulated to Councillors prior to the Meeting. Cllr Taylor reported that the bank reconciliation is correct.  

b)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication

Invoices were circulated prior to the Meeting for approval.  Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Hodder proposed all payments for approval, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)
Budget for 2021/22

Cllr Taylor presented the budget proposal for the following year, keeping the precept at the same level. To be taken forward to December for further consideration.


d)
Conclusion of external audit notice and External Auditor’s report – to receive
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Councillors acknowledged receipt of the External Auditor’s certificate and report, noting the findings. Proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)
Tender for 2020-21 internal audit

Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the tender received for the internal audit, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to appoint. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/10/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/20
	HMRC
	PAYE Nov
	£85.90
	101247
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/11/20
	Plus Net
	Broadband
	£28.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/10/20
	PG Skips
	Bin hire
	£49.10
	101241
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/11/20
	RBL
	Donation for wreath
	£25.00
	101240
	Chairman’s expenses

	04/11/20
	FIT
	Invoicefor transfer of land
	£1800
	1012342
	LGA 1972 s124

	12/11/20
	FIT 
	Membership renewal
	£65.00
	101243
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/09/20
	FIT
	PLI 
	£90.00
	101244
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/11/20
	PKF Littlejohn
	Audit fee
	£200
	101245
	LGA 1972 s168

	02/11/20
	Securasound
	Equipment replacement
	£240
	101246
	Crime & Disorder Act 1998 s5&17



11
Planning









a
Applications

 -
20/04290/FUL  (validated: 20/10/2020)
Address:  Workshop, Podmore Road, Cheswardine, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of one dwelling with detached garage following demolition of workshop; formation of vehicular access with visibility splay
Councillors discussed the application noting that the proposed position is out of line with other buildings.  They queried the type of materials of which the building proposed for demolition might contain. The Clerk was asked to return a comment to query the intended building line and to request appropriate measures taken when the building is demolished.  

-
Notice of public footpath diversion order: Shropshire Council (Bridleway UN1 (part), Parish of Cheswardine) Public Path Diversion Order 2020
No objections were raised. 

-
20/04123/FUL  (validated: 02/11/2020)
Address:  Wharf Caravan Park, Caravan Site, Goldstone, Cheswardine, Shropshire, TF9 2LP
Proposal:  Change of use of land for the siting of 38No. static caravans
Councillors confirmed their support for the Wharf and any potential expansion plans. However they queried the size and scale of the proposed development, length of occupancy and ownership of the caravans, and access via the Red Shed junction.  
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20/04107/FUL The Bungalow 4 Hopshort Soudley4 Hopshort Soudley Cheswardine Market Drayton Shropshire TF9 2NS
Proposal: Erection of replacement dwelling, garage and septic tank drainage system to include temporary accommodation and storage on site throughout build
Councillors agreed to support the scheme requesting that materials are to be kept in keeping. 

b
Determinations – none received


c
Planning enforcement: To enable Councillors to discuss guidance received in relation to the handling of alleged planning breaches & the gathering of supporting evidence of an allegation; To enable Councillors to review and propose the adoption of a planning enforcement protocol; 
Councillors considered the guidance and protocol put forward for adoption which had been drawn up having consulted NALC, a planning enforcement specialist and a GDPR expert. 

Cllr Taylor proposed that previous actions taken by the Parish Council to look into alleged breaches of planning control were lawful and that, according to the advice received, no breaches of either the RIPA code or GDPR have taken place, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed with one exception.

Cllr Taylor proposed that Cheswardine Parish Council does assist the Local Authority in reporting suspected breaches of planning control with an approved protocol in place, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 
The Clerk reminded Councillors of the need to suspend Standing Orders in order to continue the Meeting as the Meeting time length had now expired. Cllr Taylor proposed continuing the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. 
Councillors debated at considerable length the content of the proposed guidance and protocol.  Cllr Taylor was asked to make various changes which are to be presented at the next Meeting for further consideration. 

12
Correspondence

To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins; community tree scheme; Community reassurance updates; Application received to join the Parish Council
All correspondence was noted. 

13
Items for December’s Meeting Agenda

As detailed in the Minutes. No new items proposed. 

 The main Meeting ended at 22:57pm. 

14
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 
grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to consider an alleged planning enforcement matter
Following extensive discussions Councillors concluded that this matter could not be progressed in the absence of an adopted protocol.  

The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 11:22pm. 
	1
	CPC Meeting 15/09/20



