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Minutes of the Remote Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 21st July 2020 at the Parish Hall
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Councillors:
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Unitary Cllr:

Cllr R Gittins
Clerk
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1 Chairman’s welcome, apologies & public participation
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The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm, welcoming everyone present. Apologies were noted from Cllr Millar.  One member of the public attended the Meeting who raised the condition of the road through Little Soudley (from Soudley to Goldstone).  He reported that some resurfacing and flood prevention works have been scheduled but had concerns that the two sets of work may not be linked.  Cllr Gittins to follow up. Clerk to contact Shropshire Council’s Highways team to establish programme of works scheduled.


2 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct

No matters raised.



3
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  16th June 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Hodder proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

4
Housekeeping

a)
Street lighting upgrade – to enable Councillors to discuss progress/completion of project
Cllr Taylor reported that the upgrade of the street lighting has been completed, with the Hayward Lane lights done last week.  Shropshire Council requires confirmation of completion of works before they will revise the joint energy agreement bill.  Two shields have been requested.  The dimming facility should start once the lights have bedded in.  Cllr Taylor reported that the last invoice from Shropshire Council was 10% too high.  He is obtaining alternative energy supply quotes. 

b)
Mower – to discuss repairs required and possible sale of 
Cllr Faulkner reported that the mower has been reviewed for repairs and valuation.  He has received an offer of £700 to purchase the mower, which is roughly half the value achievable if the mower was in full working order. The insurance is due for renewal in August at a cost of c£158. The repairs have been estimated at £700.  Cllr Taylor proposed selling the mower, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved.

c)
Defibrillators – to enable update on installations; to enable discussion regarding open/locked cabinets;  
The Clerk confirmed that the phone kiosk adoption process has now been completed.  Having checked, as requested at the last Meeting, with the emergency services, defibrillator and insurance companies, it is generally considered best practice to keep the cabinets locked to prevent theft. This also ensures that potential users will ring the emergency services for assistance before using the equipment. Spare pads for the Red Lion defibrillator are to be ordered.  Cllr Faulkner proposed keeping the cabinets locked, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved.

d)
Playing fields update – conveyance and rubbish collection 
Cllr Hodder reported that the playground has been opened up with new signage displayed.  He reported a problem with bird droppings on the cradle swings, which he has removed. He will be inspecting this regularly.  

Cllr Taylor reported that the conveyancing on the land transfer from FIT is ongoing. 

He further reported that the new system for rubbish collection appears to be working.






(The remote meeting timed out at 8: and was reconvened at 8:09pm)
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Goal post repairs:

Cllr Faulkner reported the work has now been done and the invoice settled. 

Request for a cycle track:
Cllr Faulkner has been looking into this but requires more time.  He reported that he has been in touch with 3 suppliers and Market Drayton Town Council.  The Council will need to decide how much space to dedicate and the type of facility required.  Funding packs are available.  The current set up is unsuitable for teenagers.  He will obtain ball park figures.  The decision may be made upon cost as it may be prohibitively expensive for a parish council to provide.  

Cllr Hodder reported an issue with the roundabout which is too heavy for the children to push.  The workings cannot be lubricated.  May need 3-5 year plan to replace it.  Cllr Hodder to obtain quote to replace the equipment.

e)
Playground – to discuss re-opening
As above 

f)
DPI forms
Cllr Faulkner to complete another form.  

g)
Letter received from the Village Shop – to discuss
The village shop has been looking for a future location.  Three options have been identified for them:

1 Stay in current shop; 2 Have a dedicated area (with permission) in the Hall; 3 Have a temporary building on the playing field (FIT would have ultimate say in a non dedicated sporting building on the field);  Councillors confirmed their support of all village organisations and agreed, as proposed by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, to be open to having a non committal conversation with the shop to discuss their options.

(Cllr Taylor reminded Councillors of his wife’s involvement in the shop; he personally has no involvement)

h)
Parish Hall
Cllr Taylor reported that he has drawn up a draft governing document (similar to the Parish Council’s Standing Orders document) as the Hall does not currently have a complete one and this document aims to put a formal structure to the Meetings.  There hasn’t been a meeting since 18th February but it is hoped that this will be voted upon when the next meeting is convened.  

The 1930 Deed lists the activities for which the Hall should be used for. The current Charities Trust reference does not completely reflect the activities outlined in the Deed, referring to sport only. Cllr Stanton stated the view that the Hall should be used for all of the activities listed.  

The proposed governing document has been put forward to the Hall BoM for consideration/agreement.

i)
Cheswardine School 
Cllr Stanton reported that the School will not have any issues implementing social distancing measures when the children return.  The School is looking to increase numbers and perhaps introduce wrap around care.  A video is being produced which they would like a link to from the Parish Council website. Cllr Thomson proposed that the link is put into place, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. Resolved. 
j)
Application to Divert Bridleway UN1 – to enable Councillors to discuss
No objections were raised.  All previous issues have now been resolved.

Cllr Gittins left the Meeting at 8:48.


k)
Phone box noticeboard  (The remote meeting timed out at 8:52 and was reconvened at 8:53pm)
Cllr Thomson reported work in progress.  



5
Memorial bench – to discuss a request to site a bench between the bus shelter and 19 Glebe Close 502
A request has been received to install a memorial bench. Councillors asked for more information such as dimensions, materials etc. Clerk to put the applicant in touch with Cllr Thomson for a site meeting.

6
Finance

a)
Cash book and bank reconciliation for information
Councillors confirmed receipt of the spreadsheets via email.  Current account balances were confirmed. 

b)
Three year electricity supply contract: to enable Councillors to consider Shropshire Council’s re-quote
Cllr Taylor recommended reviewing the last 3 years worth of energy bills as he believes that the Parish Council has been overcharged according to the contract.  Clerk to facilitate.
 

c)
Application from Cheswardine PCC for financial support
No application has been forthcoming. 


d)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/06/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/08/20
	HMRC
	PAYE August 
	£85.90
	101217
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/07/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	01/06/20
	SALC 
	Affiliation
	£457.75
	101218
	LGA 1972 s143

	06/07/20
	SALC 
	Training
	£30
	101218
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/07/20
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£28.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/06/20
	PG Skips
	Skip hire
	£18.58
	101220
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	
	
	


Cllr Thomson proposed all payments listed for approval, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. 
It was noted that an application for 20/02126/FUL Four Lane End Nurseries had been validated.   Councillors confirmed their objections to the proposals as it falls outside any development area.  
There being no further items for consideration Cllr Taylor thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at             9:06pm.
CPC 21st July 2020 

