

CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th March 2018 at the Parish Hall



Chair:
 
Cllr S Shallard
Councillors:
Cllr P Taylor; Cllr Faulkner. Cllr A Thomson; Cllr G Savile, Cllr S Cox
Clerk: 
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www.cheswardineparishcouncil.org.uk



1 Chair’s welcome & announcements
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The Chair opened the Meeting at 7:30pm welcoming everyone to the March Meeting of the Parish Council.  Apologies were received from Cllr J Hodder. Unitary Cllr R Gittins was in attendance.

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest
No members of the public were present.

3
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations or requests were received.

4 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th February 2018
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes. Cllr Thomson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

5
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s 

Cllr Gittins reported that the Environmental Maintenance Grant may not be abolished as previously thought.  £75k has been allocated in the budget.  Towns with populations over 10k will be exempt from applying. Maximum sum per council to be allocated is £1500.  Parish Councils are being encouraged to share resources with neighbouring parishes.  Cllr Gittins further reported that he is keen to start his joint parishes working group soon.  It was agreed that Cllrs Taylor and Thomson would attend these meetings.

b)
Parish Councillors’ 

Cllr Faulkner gave an overview of the Data Protection briefing he attended.  He expressed confidence that the function can be handled in house without the need to outsource the function.  Councillors have received the NALC GDPR toolkit by email.  The date for compliance has been set for 25th May.  Councils must be able to show that they are compliant or have implemented measures in order to become compliant by that date. Cllr Faulkner to prepare a suitable policy and recommendations and will present this information in April. 


7
Parish Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  to include
-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports/consider quotations for repairs
Cllr Faulkner reported that Ray Parry will commence repairs after Easter in better weather. Harrisons will likewise commence repairs after Easter.  

 
-
Recreation Field 
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Councillors agreed to inspect the goal posts following Cllr Faulkner’s proposal to remove them.  

-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
The Clerk reported that Eon are currently charging £170 + VAT to upgrade lanterns to LED. They will need to carry out a full assessment of the lights to ensure they are in good condition before they can quote to replace all in one job.  To take item forward. 
-
Grounds Maintenance: To bring any matters forward requiring attention to include Supervision of 
Playing Fields and Rubbish Bin contractors; 
The Clerk reported that no invoice for grounds maintenance works has been received. Cllr Faulkner to chase.  Councillors requested that the Clerk orders 6 ‘No dog waste’ stickers for the bins (proposed by Cllr Stalled, seconded by Cllr Faulkner). Councillors discussed the emptying of the rubbish bins. Cllr Faulkner to check with the contractor if he has resumed emptying the bins following his convalescence.  

b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention: 
Items have been reported by email for inspection and repair.
-
To receive update of works previously requested
Potholes previously reported have been dealt with.
-
Road Closures
Road closure 9th April to 1st May at the Wharf at Goldstone. 

8
Housekeeping
a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC:  No meeting held.
ii) NSAC: Meeting postponed.
iii) Parish Hall Committee: It was reported that the new committee have commissioned internal works to be carried out.  The pricing structure is under review.  Telephone line for broadband provision to be installed next week.  Cost estimate is c £60. 
iv) Town & Parish Council Forum: The Clerk gave an overview of the meeting she had attended at which presentations were given by Outdoor Partnerships, Highways and the Community Enablement Team.

b.
Police report (if available)
No report. 

c
Website – Discuss items for inclusion
The Clerk confirmed that the grant funding forms have been updated. 

Councillors agreed that local events should be featured – Cllr Taylor to compile a list.


d
Training – discuss training programme for Councillors/Clerk to include appraisals
Cllr Stallard requested that a personnel committee is formed. SALC is providing training in appraisals.  Councillors Thomson, Savile and Taylor to form the committee.

e
Broadband – new telephone line being installed next week. 


f
To enable Councillors to appoint a personnel/employment sub committee – covered above.
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g)
To enable Councillors to: consider/agree adoption of new policies -  Health & Safety, Data Protection, Email acceptable use, Business Resilience and to re-adopt updated Risk Assessment

Cllr Taylor proposed adopting the new policies presented by the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Thomson. These will be reviewed again in May when all policies will be reviewed, updated and adopted.  All agreed.  


h)
Pre Internal Audit Questionnaire 

The Clerk went through the pre audit questionnaire form from the Internal Auditor in preparation for year end.  The Clerk has requested comparable insurance quotes for renewal of the policy in May.  Internal controls were considered in May 2017 and Councillors were satisfied that adequate controls are in place.  
9
Planning 


i)
Applications: 
18/01046/LBC  (validated: 07/03/2018)
Address:  Old Castle Moat , Lawn Lane, Cheswardine, TF9 2RN
Proposal:  Alterations to the main house, replace metal gate with wooden style gate and replacement of an outbuilding within the grounds affecting a Grade II Listed Building
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Butters
No objections were raised. 

ii)
Decisions: 

Reference:  18/00129/OHL  (validated: 09/01/2018)
Address:  Sycamore Cottage, Lipley, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SG
Proposal:  Upgrade to existing overhead line
Decision:  No Objection OHL/Circular Notification
Councillors noted this determination. 

10
Finance:

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/02/18
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£294.81
	SO
	LG 1972 s112

	30/02/18
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£73.70
	101077
	LG 1972 s112

	16/03/18
	PlusNet
	Broadband provision
	£24.00
	DD
	LG 1972 s111

	12/03/18
	RDS
	Sign
	£59.40
	101072
	LG 1972 s142

	20/03/18
	D Faulkner
	Keys
	£28.00
	101078
	LG 1972 s111

	26/02/18
	Eon
	Repairs
	£115.20
	101079
	Parish Councils Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301

	02/10/17
	RBL
	Poppies
	£60.00
	101080
	LG 1972 s137

	08/03/18
	Shropshire Council
	Playing field rates
	£26.09
	101081
	Public Health Act 1875 s164; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10


i) Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information 
The bank reconciliation and cash book were agreed to be accurate and duly signed. The budget will be checked at the start of the new financial year to check spend against budget.  The Clerk reported the sweeping facility charge issue has been resolved and all charges refunded. 
ii) 
Payments: To receive invoices for payment inc those received post agenda publication 
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Cllr Stallard proposed the Clerk’s salary for payment, seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed.

The payment for PAYE to HMRC and all other invoices were proposed by Cllr Stallard, seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed.  
No bills as yet for the playing fields maintenance was noted again.  Clerk to circulate the asset register by email.  
iii)
WW1 commemoration – update
Cllr Taylor reminded Councillors that a sum is held over in the reserves for this event.  He reported that the various village groups are working together to organise events.  The Beacon will be lit for which specialist insurance is required. Clerk to investigate.  
iv)
Modem fitting – invoice for payment to be presented in April following completion of works.
v)
Donation to RBL for lamp post poppies – Invoice for £60 to be paid – as approved above.
vi)
Transparency code funding – £369.56 has been approved for payment by NALC. 
vii)
Funding request for community bunting – request for £100 to cover the costs of materials to make community bunting for community use. Councillors considered this request and deemed it to be of benefit to the community. Request proposed for approval by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. 
viii)
Funding request from Shropshire Playing Fields Association
Councillors considered this request but agreed not to make a donation.
ix)
SALC affiliation fee invoice – for information only - £398.77 to be paid in April

x)
Insurance renewal quote request – the Clerk has made a request for a quote to Came and Company Insurance Brokers. The current policy expires 31/05/18.

11
Correspondence (to include courses and meetings)
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes/Future Fit updates etc:  received by Clerk and distributed by email inc  GDPR information; SALC AGM date; 
ii) Letter received from J Brown, Parent Governor, Cheswardine School: Councillors considered the letter concerning provision of affordable housing in Cheswardine and safeguarding the future of the School. Councillors asked that the Clerk writes to confirm Parish Council support for affordable homes however, the Parish Council is not the planning authority. To refer to Shropshire Council Education and Planning Policy departments for further assistance. In the local plan review Cheswardine has not been identified as a community hub or cluster for development.   

12
Parish Matters/Items for inclusion in next Agenda (Next meeting date: 17th April 2018)
Cllr Taylor gave an overview of the Bowling Clubs’ position with Fields in Trust.  Cllr Faulkner proposed Cllrs Taylor and Cox represent the Parish Council in discussions with the Bowling Club to further discussions with Fields in Trust with a view to eventually taking over the recreation land.  Seconded by Cllr Savile, all agreed. To report back to the Parish Council.
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:20pm. 


Next Parish Council Meeting Date: 17th April 2018
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