CHAIRMANS REPORT 2019/20


Defibrillators

In June, a National Association of Local Councils presentation by Shropshire Ambulance Service emphasised that although they were the highest accredited service in the country, there are big problems getting to rural locations as quickly as required in the case of heart attacks where time is of the essence. Currently only one defibrillator is available in the Parish outside the Red Lion Pub. In November it was confirmed by BT that 3 telephone boxes were to be decommissioned in the Parish, and these were adopted by the Parish Council who ordered 3 new defibrillators in December which could be linked into the existing power supplies. It was agreed to locate 2 defibrillators in the boxes in Soudley and Chipnall, and another at the entrance of the Parish Hall due to its regular use by numerous people. The box in Symonds Way will at this time be left empty for review at a later date, and will be used as a notice board location in the meantime. Installation of the units awaits the imminent removal of the telephone equipment. The Parish Council will be arranging training sessions in the Parish Hall. This investment will cost in the region of £5,000.

General Planning Status 
In June, the Parish Council started to consider the general planning status of Cheswardine Parish. Shropshire Council was assured to meet its national targets through other significant schemes in the County, and therefore gave some Parish Councils the flexibility to have as much (or as little) open market house planning as they preferred. Cheswardine fell into this category and a decision was required from us. A public meeting was held in the Parish Hall 25/7/19 to explain the options and implications of moving any of our hamlets away from the initial “Rural” classification. Seventy parishioners attended the presentation and questions were answered by Eddie West, Principle Planning Policy Officer Shropshire Council. 
An Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council was held 24/9/19 to decide on this single issue which was well publicised with posters, social media, and hand bills. The Parish Council decided that the settlement of Cheswardine Village only should be designated as a Community Hub which would allow infill (subject to certain constraints). Other settlements in the Parish would remain designated as Rural, which would result in a presumption of zero open market housing. Thus from the options available to the Parish Council, planning arrangements that had been in place for previous years were largely maintained.

Each Planning Application comes to the Parish Council for their input, and care is taken to examine each in detail and feed back to the Planning Authorities.

Playing Fields Ownership   

Although maintenance of the Playing Fields is a responsibility of the Parish Council, the legal Guardianship has been with the government organisation Fields in Trust for some years (as the successor of the Playing Fields Organisation). For some years (in principle) the Parish Council would have preferred to gain title of this land as a hedge against any unforeseen changes in the operation of FIT, particularly if this national management was to be subcontracted to a commercial or quasi commercial body.

In the summer, the finalisation of a formal Management Agreement with the Bowling Club was created, and in October FIT advised that this change of ownership might now be possible. This was confirmed in December. We have a solicitor appointed to handle the changes and currently await the next step from FIT who have started the transfer process.

The use of the playing field as a recreational resource will be legally enshrined in the arrangements.

Extensive maintenance of the playing field equipment has been undertaken on this year with hard standing introduced beneath benches and picnic tables. We continue to respond to annual safety inspections. The dangerous goal posts have been replaced although further work is required on the foundations of the new equipment. Arrangements with the incumbent commercial contractor has been confirmed for the following year. 
Cheswardine School
The numbers at the local school have been dwindling, and in October an amalgamation of the Cheswardine and Hinstock schools was confirmed. Your Parish Council did feel that it was important that the Cheswardine view point was to be well represented within this organisation. In November the creation of the Goldstone Federation was announced, and Cllr Phil Stanton was appointed as a Local Authority Governor and reported to the Parish Council on his first meeting in December. The Federation’s first AGM was planned to be held in Cheswardine on the 10/7/20 (now delayed) but it is noted that capacity at Hinstock is starting to come under pressure as more housing development occurs there, whereas capacity exists in Cheswardine School. 
Street Lighting
32 street lights within the Parish are financed by the Parish Council, and costs have been rising significantly over the previous 3 years. In November it was decided to investigate the replacement of these lights with LED technology, and an initial exhaustive review of the inventory was undertaken. Initial quotes were received in February, and in March a small group was formed to fully review the options. In April the decisions were confirmed confirming approx. £7,000 of investment that will reduce ongoing electricity costs by 70%. Significant savings are also expected on the cost of maintenance as LED technology is more reliable, and has a much longer life expectancy. Orders will be placed in April with installation dates to be confirmed.

Parish Council Budget and Rates Element       
In December the Parish Council started to consider its cash requirements which are generated from an element of the local rates within the Parish. Against a detailed forecast it was agreed that the Parish Council could proceed for the 2020/21 financial year with zero increase to house holders. 

Street Bins
Dog Waste bins around the Parish are emptied by the Dog Warden, but for many years the rubbish bins were emptied by the Parish Council. This anomaly was resolved early 2019 with Shropshire Council, but from October problems were evident with those on Symons Way and Copelea being omitted whilst all others on the High Street are being emptied. The contractors (Keir) seem to have a general dispute with Shropshire Council over general funding and we seem to be caught in the middle on this issue as these bins are “not on their list” even though they drive directly past them. This issue has been passed onto Rob Gittins Unitary Councillor to resolve, and in the meantime Parish Councillors empty these bins.  

Other Matters
The Parish Council has funded a complete reprint of the series of Cheswardine Walking Leaflets, and continues to fund the large lamp post poppies for Remembrance Day which Parish Councillors put up and take down. Although strictly a matter for Highways, the Parish Council spends a lot of time chasing up pothole repair and fly tipping reports, and recently the flooding issues at Mossfields Soudley.

Coronavirus Pandemic 
The March meeting 17/3/20 was taken ensuring social spacing requirements, but the April meeting was cancelled. This situation is under review with the Government changing legislation to enable remote meetings although provision needs to be made for the public to participate. 
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