CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Remote Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 16th June 2020 at the Parish Hall



Chairman: 

Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:

Cllr P Stanton; Cllr L Millar; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr J Hodder; Cllr D Faulkner
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr R Gittins
Clerk


Mrs M Joyce




www.cheswardineparishcouncil.org.uk
1 Chairman’s welcome, apologies & public participation
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The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Parish Council’s ‘remote’ Meeting, opening at 7:33pm.  The Clerk confirmed that no members of the public had requested to join the Meeting. 

2 To accept/approve the Remote Meeting Protocol
Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the protocol and accepting it as the standard for all remote meeting, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed.

3 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct

No declarations were received. 



4
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th March 2020
Cllr Hodder queried the date displayed on the draft minutes and abstained from the vote.  All other Councillors, having received and read the Minutes, were content to proceed to propose the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

5
Finance

a)
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the report.  Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the report noting its finding which were positive, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 
b)
To approve the Year End accounts 2019-20
Cllr Taylor proposed approving the audited year end accounts as presented, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. 
c)
To complete the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019-20
The Clerk, having forwarded an electronic copy of the AGAR to all Councillors, displayed the document on screen. Councillors considered the Annual Governance Statement and answered all questions positively, completing the Statement. Cllr Hodder proposed the Chairman and Clerk sign off the Statement, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors considered the Annual Accounting Statement on screen. Councillors agreed that it was a true reflection of the audited year end accounts and as such were content to propose formal acceptance of the Statement, proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)
To approve invoices/payments made since 17th March 2020 (pls see attached)
All payments, including those paid since the March Meeting and all salary payments, were proposed for approval by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Millar, all agreed. Resolved.   It was noted that the insurance payment was higher than anticipated when setting the budget however, this was due to the new street lighting, defibrillators and phone kiosks being included. 
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	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/03/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/04/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£81.61
	101199
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/04/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/05/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/05/20
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£28.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/03/20
	ICO
	GDPR
	£30.00
	DD
	

	14/04/20
	Drayton Works
	Walking leaflets printing
	£430.00
	101200
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/04/20
	Eon
	Repairs
	£153.70
	101201
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	15/04/20
	Securasound
	Repairs
	£172.84
	101202
	Crime & Disorder Act 1998 xx5&17/Local Government & Rating Act 1997 s31

	27/04/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£29.35
	101203
	LGA 1972 s112

	04/05/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£85.90
	101204
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/04/20
	Eon
	Repairs
	£171.62
	101205
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	20/04/20
	Eon
	Repairs
	115.20
	101206
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	20/04/20
	Eon
	Repairs
	214.51
	101207
	Parish Councils Act 1957 (3)

	23/04/20
	Market Drayton Foodbank
	Grant

(Shropshire Council Small Business Covid-19 Grant)
	£500.00
	101208
	

	27/05/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£85.90
	101209
	LGA 1972 s112

	27/05/20
	M Joyce
	Defibrillator pads
	£43.80
	101210
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/05/20
	Came & Co
	Insurance
	£623.02
	101211
	LGA 1972 s140

	18/05/20
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£175.00
	101212
	LGA 1972 s151

	03/07/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£85.90
	101213
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/07/20
	A Harrison
	Works to goal post
	£250
	101215
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/06/20
	Batteryworks
	Mower battery replacement
	£48.00
	101216
	LGA 1972 s111


6
Housekeeping

a)
Policies and protocols: To enable Councillors to adopt the following (available to view on the 
website)

Allotment Privacy Policy; Business resilience scheme; Complaints procedure; Code of conduct; Correspondence Policy; Coronavirus protocol; Communications policy; Consent form; Document Retention Policy; Email acceptable use policy; Grant giving policy; Model Publication Scheme; New model Financial Regulations; Press and Media Relations Policy; Privacy Policies – detail and basic; Retention of Documents; Risk Assessment; Security Breach Protocol; Standing Orders; 
Cllr Taylor proposed that in addition to the above policies and protocols the Grant Application Procedure be 
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formally adopted by the Council, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. It was resolved to adopt all policies and procedures as listed.

b)
To confirm meeting dates for 2020 and membership/affiliations to professional bodies

The Meeting dates were confirmed with November’s Meeting being set for 24th.  Membership and affiliation to the SLCC (Clerk) and SALC were proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Millar, all agreed. 


7
Playing Fields 


Playing Fields (and additional land) transfer
Cllr Taylor gave an update on the land transfer. The paperwork is now ready to sign. Cllrs Taylor and Faulkner will sign with the Clerk as Witness to those signatures.  The query of the additional land area has been settled with evidence supplied.  


Playing Field rubbish collection

A jumbo domestic bin has now been sited on the playing field for the grounds maintenance contractor in the absence of the skip being available at the Hall during lockdown, which is lockable. Cllr Taylor proposed a two weekly collectionat £250pa, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed.Resolved.  The PC currently contributes c£300 pa to the Hall skip. The Clerk was asked to write to the Hall to confirm this arrangement. 


Tree war memorial positioning on Playing Field

Cllr Taylor abstained from this discussion/vote.  Councillors reviewed the plans for the planting of a memorial tree on the playing fields. Councillors agreed that the location was a good choice, being a quiet area.  Cllr Faulkner, seconded by Cllr Millar, proposed approving the location and giving permission for the planting, all agreed. Resolved. 

8
Street Lighting upgrade – project update

Cllr Taylor reported that Eon are waiting for the lights to be delivered. They were ordered 2 days before lockdown.  It will take 2-3 weeks to install them.  Cllrs Taylor, Hodder and Stanton confirmed that they were content that the inventory of changes was correct.  Cllr Taylor now tackling Shropshire Council for a requote for energy costs.   So far it has been revised from £1689 pa to £1500 but Cllr Taylor reported this is an error and has requested a further revision.  Costs should reduce significantly after the upgrade.  Light reported out in Queens Croft, however the Clerk reported that the residents are content to await the upgrade rather than have the light repaired prior to it being changed. 


9
Cheswardine School opening and background
Cllr Stanton reported that the School is now open.  19 pupils in total have returned so far.  Hinstock School has issues implementing social distancing.  Vouchers for meals have been introduced.


10
Parish Hall Governing Document
Cllr Taylor reported that he was concerned that no document has existed previously.  He has produced one to ensure a clear system of voting and so on.

The Shop has relocated to the Hall for social distancing purposes. They will be looking at alternative sites once the Hall is due to re-open.


11
Parish Hall Meeting Room use

Councillors confirmed that they would be content to hold Meetings in other areas of the Hall should the committee room be unavailable/unsuitable.

12
Symonds Way street sign (slight) move

Councillor Taylor requested that Highways be asked if the street sign could be move back slightly as it is very near the new tree. Councillors agreed that they were content for this request to be made. 


13
Casual Vacancy 

The Clerk reported that no election has been called for the vacant seat. The Council can now co-opt to fill it.

Cllr Taylor reported that he had seen a recommendation from 2015 that defibrillator cabinets are left unlocked for ease of access. He requested that the Clerk makes enquiries from the emergency services as to their preferences. 
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The Clerk advised against keeping defibrillators in unlocked cabinets due to a) the loss of the equipment purchased out of public money and b) queried the risk of perhaps invalidating the insurance.  Cllr Gittins advised caution 
unlocking the cabinets. Mobile signals to be checked near the defibrillators.  Clerk to gather opinions and report back.

The Clerk confirmed that the area of grass on Copelea is maintained by Meres and Mosses which suspended all grass cutting during lockdown.  It has now recommenced. 

A request has been received to site a memorial bench on the High Street between the bus shelter and 19 Glebe Close.  To take forward to July’s meeting for consideration.
A request has been received to hold exercise classes on the field. Councillors raised no objections providing the trainer has the appropriate qualifications and insurance.

Flooding reported again due to a suspected collapsed drain in Soudley. This has been reported.  To report again.

Cllr Thomson asked to obtain a quote to put a notice board in the Symonds Way phone kiosk so that it can be used as an information point. To consider in July.
There being no further items for consideration Cllr Taylor thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:50pm.
Date of the next Ordinary  Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council Tuesday 17th March 2020 

