CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 24th September 2019 at the Parish Hall
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1 Chairman’s welcome & announcements
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The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm welcoming everyone present. Six members of the public attended the Meeting.  The Chairman explained that the purpose of the Meeting was to resolve the status of Cheswardine Parish for the purposes of Shropshire Council’s emerging Local Plan.  The Parish is currently registered as ‘rural countryside’.  Following the public meeting held in July, which over 70 people attended, the Council has received some feedback which Cllr Taylor read out.  
  
2 Public Session

A resident queried the settlement specification used by Shropshire Council. The Clerk gave an overview of how Shropshire Council defines and identifies settlements within the hierarchy of settlements which they use as a measuring tool, using a point system for local amenities such as Schools, Village Halls, pubs, post offices etc.  To qualify for hub status 48 points is required.  Cheswardine scores 38 points so would not qualify for ‘hub’ status.  

A resident pointed out that Cheswardine lacks public transport, has limited School capacity and affordable housing.  Affordable housing can be delivered whether Cheswardine is ‘rural countryside’ or a ‘community cluster’.  Open market housing can be delivered as a ‘community cluster’
providing it meets the necessary planning criteria. Large scale developments would not be possible.

3 Present, Apologies  and/or Absent 

All Councillors were present.  Cllr Gittins sent apologies.

4 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

All Councillors declared pecuniary interests in the discussion as they are resident in the Parish. 


5
Dispensations of DPIs if required

The Clerk, in order to progress the discussion/decision making process, awarded dispensations to all Councillors.


6
Proposal: That Cheswardine settlement have its proposed planning status changed from Rural to 
Community Cluster for the purposes of Shropshire Council’s Local Plan
Cllr Taylor put forward the above proposal, specifying that it would apply to the settlement of Cheswardine only and not to outlying areas.  Comments from other Councillors were received giving approval to the proposal in order to ensure that Cheswardine has a sustainable future. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to inform Shropshire Council. 
There being no further business for consideration/discussion Cllr Taylor thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:05pm.
Date of the Ordinary  Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council Tuesday 22nd October 2019 


