CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at the Parish Hall on Tuesday 8th December 2015 



Acting Chair:

Cllr A Stanley
Councillors Present: 
Cllr S Cox; Cllr B Rushton; Cllr P Taylor; Cllr E Hill; Cllr S Stallard; Cllr D Faulkner
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Welcome, Present & Apologies and/or Absent

The Acting Chair, Cllr A Stanley, welcomed the new Clerk and everyone present to the December Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council and opened proceedings at 7:26pm.   One member of the public was present.  Cllr A Davies was unable to attend the Meeting.  Cllr H Berry sent apologies due to work commitments which were duly accepted. Accordingly, the Vice Chair, Cllr A Stanley Chaired the Meeting.  A vote of thanks was given to the retiring Clerk, Val Brown, for her many years of service to the Council.  Councillors were unanimous in their praise for Val’s professionalism, hard work and excellent guidance, all of which have been invaluable.
2 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests – None declared.
3 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs – Clerk issued a general dispensation for participation in budget/precept discussions.

4 Public Session – No items were raised.

5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th November 2015. Councillors confirmed that they had received the Minutes and had read them.  Cllr E Hill proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr S Cox, all agreed.  Duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: No items were raised.


7 Co-option of Councillor – Discuss applications: Councillors noted that Cllr N Stallard has tendered his resignation due to work commitments.  Councillors offered a vote of thanks to Cllr Stallard for his contribution to the Council.  The Clerk confirmed that the Vacancy has been advertised.  The seat will be available to be filled by co-option after 29th December 2015.  Two candidates have applied for the current vacant seat.  Mr Faulkner attended the meeting and gave Councillors a précis of his reasons for wishing to join the Council, including his wish to establish an energy co-operative locally and perhaps install private broadband.  Councillors noted that the other candidate, Andrew Thomson, was unable to attend due to work commitments.  Councillors considered the applications.  Councillors agreed that both candidates would be strong additions to the Council.  Cllr Taylor proposed co-opting D F, seconded by Cllr S Cox, all agreed.  Cllr Stanley will contact Mr Thomson to invite him to apply in January.  Cllr Faulkner joined the Meeting.


8 Unitary Councillor’s Report – Cllr Davies was absent.

9
Community Policing Update – SNT Winter Newsletter; PCC Newsletter: distributed by email

10 
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Street lighting - no items to report
ii) 
Play area – fencing update from Cllr Stanley: play area fencing in need of replacing. Quote received from Colour Fence.  Alternative quotation received for plastic fencing.  More quotes are needed. Clerk to request quote from K&S Plantscapes.  To take forward to January. Cllr Faulkner to measure.  .../2
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11
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Traffic priority sign on bridge coming from Sutton Parish on Haywards Lane requires fixing – clerk to report.  Chipnall directional sign on triangle does not have a sign for Cheswardine.  Four Lane Ends near Red Lion – danger horse riding sign has been removed – needs putting back up.  Councillors raised a query over the existence of a traffic safety mirror near the bus shelter on junction in Soudley near the Chapel – Councillors to check and report back.  Clerk to report other items.
12
Housekeeping

a) Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC – 9th December; Cllrs Stanley and Stallard to attend.
ii) NSAC – 7th December: Cllr Taylor attended.  Presentations given on Rights of Way by Shona Butter and Dave Gradwell from Highways.  In 2020 anything that is not an official right of way on definitive map will not become one, even in the face of historical evidence. Any route not on the definitive map but which local walkers are aware of should be included on the definitive map asap.  Councillors discussed calling upon the walking group and other local organisations involved.  Footpaths/bridleways which are not useable should be reported.  Cllr Hill to provide details of an unusable bridleway to Clerk to report.  Councillors to advertise for local knowledge regarding local paths for inclusion on website, newsletter etc.
iii) 
Parish Hall Board of Management:  Nothing to report.
b) Distribution of Minutes – clarification from Clerk: Clerk to distribute via email prior to publication.  
c) Clerk’s contract – for agreement and signature: Circulated: to review and sign in January.
d) Standing orders/policies – review: discuss: Chair and Clerk to review and report back in January.  
e) Confirmation of 2016 Meeting dates – Councillors considered moving the meeting date to a Monday (3rd Monday of month).  To be confirmed.  
13 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information – Councillors noted the new presentation.  
ii) 
2016/17 Budget Precept request previously agreed to remain the same. Budget item to note for 2016/7 is fencing; replacement for mower hut and storage: quotes to be obtained for shipping containers.  Councillors considered various options for use. Item to be taken forward.  Clerk to obtain information from SALC as to what type of documents can be stored at Shirehall.  Cllr Stallard raised the allocation of monies held over from 2014 for the memorial fund.  Clerk to earmark funds.  
iii)
Clerk’s salary – Standing order for payment – Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Rushton proposed payment by standing order, all agreed.  
v)
Bank mandate to update signatories – Clerk to send to Chair for circulation and completion.  
vi)
No invoices for payment

vii)
Confirmation of banking arrangements: Councillors all agreed that the Clerk should set up an automatic sweep facility between the two accounts.
14  Planning
Clerk confirmed that responses to planning made online on behalf of the Council will be forwarded to Council Members by email.  
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14
Planning cont

i)
Applications: 
15/04880/LBC Cheswardine Hall Residential Home, Chipnall, Cheswardine 
Works to facilitate the installation of replacement escape staircase; repair work to brickwork; 

replacement of entrance door and frame – all agreed to support. Clerk to respond. 
ii)
Decisions:  (for information)

15/02688/FUL Meadow End, Soudley, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SB
 Proposal: Erection of a stable block with a secure tack room
 Decision: Grant Permission

15
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email; Transparency code: training attended by Cllr Taylor who updated Councillors on regulations pertaining to Councils with income under £25,000.  Need to comply with transparency code for 2015/16/17 but will receive an audit exemption for 2017/18.  Information supplied by SALC on 4th December Information Bulletin.  Councillors discussed what can be applied for in terms of website costs in order to ensure compliancy with the code.  Parish Council needs to apply for grant by 14th December 15.  Web manager, Clerk and a Councillor to have access.  Cllr Cox confirmed that £93.12 + VAT will be the annual cost for hosting new website.  Councillors considered the type of information they are required to publish on their website.  Cllr Stanley to apply for funding, all agreed.  
ii) Shropshire Council’s Big Conversation Consultation information

iii) SAMDev briefing note/Inspector’s report:  Councillors received by email.
iv) Place Plan annual review – notification of decision not to carry out annual review from Shropshire Council – noted.
15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

Possible overspend on budget; playing fields/bowling club lease; 

Cllr Taylor gave background information on the Fields in Trust/Playing Field/Bowling Club for the benefit of the new Member.  No progress despite efforts in securing a lease with the bowling club.  

Cllr Taylor raised allocation of monies in budget. Clerk to review and present in January.  

Cllr Stanley reported the possibility of the Council being approached to purchase the Red Lion as a community pub.  No general power of competence with the new Clerk (currently unqualified) therefore the PC does not have the ability to borrow funds to finance the purchase.  The committee are exploring other avenues to lease/purchase the pub.  

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 21.13pm.
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Cheswardine Parish Council Approval of the Minutes


These Minutes were agreed to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting held on:

8th December 2015 

and were approved at a Meeting held on:

19th January 2016
Signature of Chair: 
 ......................................................


