

CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Remote Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 15th September 2020 at the Parish Hall



Chairman: 

Cllr P Taylor
Councillors:

Cllr P Stanton; Cllr A Thomson; Cllr J Hodder
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr R Gittins
Clerk


Mrs M Joyce
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1 Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation 
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2 The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:31pm welcoming everyone present. Apologies were received from Cllr Millar and Cllr Faulkner. One member of the public attended the Meeting who confirmed that she had no comments to make in relation to the letter sent to the Parish Council which will be discussed at this evening’s Meeting.  

3 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received.



3
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  21st July 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Taylor requested one amendment be made which was to insert the words ‘a complete’ into ‘Housekeeping h) Parish Hall: “Cllr Taylor reported that he has drawn up a draft governing document (similar to the Parish Council’s Standing Orders document) as the Hall does not currently have ‘a complete’ one and this document aims to put a formal structure to the Meetings”.  The Minutes, with the inclusion of this amendment, were proposed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. 

4
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised.

5
Reports: To receive reports from Unitary Cllr Gittins; To receive reports from the Councillors
Cllr Gittins reported that a new CEO is to be appointed at the next full Council Meeting.  Cllr Andy Begley, who previously worked as the Head of Adult Social Care Services.  Cllr Gittins sits on the Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  He reported that a review had been undertaken of agricultural vehicles on rural road and their effects ie speeds, mobile phone usage, size and weight of loads etc.  The Police are doing work with Young Farmers.  The importance of being mindful of pedestrians along these routes which often lack public footway provision is paramount.  

6
Housekeeping

a)
Street lighting upgrade – to enable Councillors to discuss progress/completion of project
Cllr Taylor reported that the upgrade is now complete. Cllr Stanton volunteered to check whether the auto dimming facility has now bedded in and will update at the next Meeting. 
b)
Mower – sale update
The mower sale has been completed with the funds having been received. The Clerk is to pass over the registration documents.
c)
Defibrillators – to enable update on installations; to enable discussion regarding open/locked cabinets;
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The Soudley and Chipnall defibrillators have now been installed. Not as yet registered on The Circuit but read for use.  Cllr Stanton volunteered to tidy up the area around the kiosk in Soudley.  To put a ‘Defibrillator’ sign into the red kiosk in Chipnall.

d)
Playing fields update – conveyance and rubbish collection; goal post repairs; request for a cycle 
track;
Cllr Faulkner is investigating costs for the cycle track.  Not present at this Meeting.

The goal post repairs are complete.

Rubbish has been let in one bin recently, possibly due to dog waste having been deposited into it despite signage requests to the contrary. Clerk to check with the contractor. Councillors to review signage and possibly rearranging the bins. Replacement bins lids considered.  Cllrs Stanton and Hodder to check and report back.

e)
Playground –to receive latest inspection updates/proposals for remedial works 
Quotes for a replacement roundabout have been sought and have come in between £5-10k.  Councillors agreed that it seems stable enough although the top bearing has some play in it. Bearings cost c£25 to replace. To check the bottom for a bearing and replace the two as a starting point, proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)
Parish Hall - to enable Cllrs to consider letter received; To appoint Hall rep; Notification of AGM and ordinary meeting date 27th October 2020
Cllr Taylor reported that a letter has been received from a private individual (not on behalf of the Parish Hall) raising objections to comments made in relation to the Parish Hall and its governing document at the previous Meeting.  Discussions centred around a document which Cllr Taylor had drafted and proposed for adoption by the Board of Management which sought to be a ‘complete’ governing document as he felt that the current document lacks granular details such as voting procedures, how to proceed in instances of conflicts of interest and so forth.  The Councillors agreed that fulfilling the aims of the Charity should be the priority for the Trustees.  The letter suggested that the comments made had brought the Hall and its Trustees into disrepute. Redress was requested and a full apology for the Trustees.  Councillors considered the 12 main points raised, discussing each in turn.  Cllr Taylor asked the Councillors to vote on two main points:

a) Whether the discussion at the last Meeting had brought Hall and its Trustees into disrepute; and 

b) Whether the comments made warranted an apology to the Committee Members.

Councillors discussed a) and b) and concluded overall that the discussion had not been negative, had been appropriate as the Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee of the Hall and nominates 2 representatives to sit on the Board of Management.  The Hall is the recipient of an annual grant from the Parish Council and as a local body operating within the parish, the Parish Council is right to take an interest in it on behalf of the electorate.  Councillors were unanimous in their support of the Hall and its management committee.  Cllr Taylor proposed the motion that having reviewed the contents of the letter the Parish Council does not believe that an ‘unreserved apology’ is appropriate and that the comments made did not bring the Hall or its Trustees into disrepute, seconded by Cllr Stanton.  All agreed. Resolved.

The Councillors conveyed their best wishes to the Trustees for the future.  
g)
Cheswardine School 
Cllr Stanton reported that all pupils have returned to School with 6 new intakes.  100% attendance has been reported.  He gave a general update on the success of the re-opening.  The recruitment video is still in production. 

h)
Westfields playing field gate
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Concerns have been raised about safety exiting the playground via the kissing gate on Westfields.  To raise with Shropshire Council. 








i)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns
Cllr Gittins gave an update on the Mossfield flooding issues. The drains have been jetted and a blocked pipe has been discovered which will require clearing out.  Water coming from the new development causes an issues.  Will monitor for flooding once the pipe has been cleared.   
j)
FIT – update on lease
Cllr Taylor reported that this should have been completed by May.  Progress has been held up by COVID.  To chase and report in October. 

7
Memorial bench – to discuss a request to site a bench between the bus shelter and 19 Glebe Close
Cllr Thomson reported that he has met with the lady wishing to install a memorial bench who is looking into appropriate an appropriate base for the seat.  All expenses are to be met privately.  Councillors agreed that they have no objections to the scheme and Cllr Taylor proposed giving approval, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. 

8
Finance

a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information
The Clerk circulated up to date financial spreadsheets including the cash book, bank reconciliation, receipts and payment summary and budget analysis for information. 
b)
Three year electricity supply contract: to enable Councillors to consider Shropshire Council’s re-quote
 
Cllr Taylor reported that he expects the revised quote for energy supply imminently.  Eon completion documents have been forwarded to Shropshire Council. 
c)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/08/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/09/20
	HMRC
	PAYE August 
	£85.90
	101222
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/06/20
	PG Skips
	Key
	£3.00
	101223
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	31/07/20
	PG Skips
	Bin hire
	£37.16
	“ as above
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	31/08/20
	PG Skips
	Bin hire
	£37.16
	“ as above
	Litter Act 1983 ss5-6

	21/08/20
	PlusNet
	Broadband
	£28.20
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	29/06/20
	Shropshire Council
	Joint energy bill
	£587.76
	Dd (paid)
	PCA 1957 ss3; HA 1980 s301

	15/09/20
	A Thomson
	 Consumables
	£29.20
	101226
	LGA 1972 s111

	23/07/20
	C Lynch
	Notice board
	£130.00
	101227
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/008/20
	B Matthews
	Mower payment
	£700
	RECEIVED
	


Cllr Taylor proposed all payments for approval, to include the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 

9
Planning
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a
Applications

20/03219/CPE  (validated: 11/08/2020)
Address:  1 Parkheath Cottages, Soudley, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NR
Proposal:  Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the continued use as a dwelling in breach of condition
Noted.
b
Decisions

19/04014/FUL  (validated: 23/09/2019)
Address:  The Toll House, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Erection of an extension to existing Toll House and erection of a new residential dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission

19/04015/LBC  (validated: 23/09/2019)
Address:  The Toll House, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Alterations in connection with extension to dwelling and erection of a new dwelling affecting a Grade II Listed Building
Decision:  Grant Permission

20/02126/FUL  (validated: 03/06/2020)
Address:  Former Four Lane End Nurseries, Marsh Lane, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SA
Proposal:  Erection of 2no detached bungalows with new vehicular access and installation of septic tank
Decision:  Refuse
c
Planning enforcement – to raise possible enforcement issue
A Councillor raised a concern about the change of access to a property and construction of a wall and entrance in the parish. The Clerk was asked to enquire if planning should be applied for in such an instance. 
d
Consultations: SC’s Local Plan Review; Housing Strategy consultation; Planning system reviews
Councillors noted the consultations. No comments were returned. 

(Councillors were required to log out and back into the Meeting via the remote platform due to a time limit restriction at 8:39pm – 8:40pm when the Meeting recommenced.)


10
Correspondence









To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins; Bird feeding initiative; Letter received  from a resident; Dog snatching concerns; Letter from Mrs Anna Turner, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Shropshire; NALC’s meeting guidance & checklist
All correspondence was noted.  The Clerk was asked to note that there has been a recent spate of thefts of garden ornaments in the Parish.

Councillors noted that the Remembrance Sunday poppies would need to be displayed soon.
NALC advise was noted regarding recommendations to continue holding meetings via remote platforms rather than in person. Dispensations have been given to Parish Councils to meet remotely until May 2021.

An email was received regarding an overhanging tree – Clerk to report to Highways.

Thanks were conveyed to the resident who has strimmed Hell Lane recently.

11
Items for October’s agenda – to include budget consideration
There being no further items for consideration Cllr Taylor thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at                     9.09pm.
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