Minutes of Cheswardine Parish Council Meeting 17/01/17

CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Meeting held at the Parish Hall on Tuesday17th January 2017
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Chair:


Cllr A Stanley;
Councillors Present: 
Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr W Rushton; Cllr P Taylor; Cllr D Phillips; Cllr S Stallard
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce




1 Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone present to the Meeting opening proceedings at 7:30pm.   A representative from Severn Trent and their contractor were present.  The Chair proposed moving item 9 iii) to the public session to allow for an early discussion.  Councillors agreed.  The two representatives gave an overview of the project to upgrade the sewage works. The current sewage works was built in the 1950s and now need replacing.  It serves Cheswardine and Soudley.  A self contained unit will replace the existing. The new unit should last 20 years, serving 750 people.  This could be expanded if necessary. The new unit will be within the current boundary.  The works should take up to a maximum of 39 weeks before full treatment capacity is reached. Works will start at the end of February.  Increase in traffic to be expected, deliveries will avoid peak hours and school drop off and pick up times.  No articulated vehicles will be used.  No weekend works. The original plant works will be removed.  There will be no interference to current system.  There will be fewer tanker movements when the new system is installed.  The Chair thanked the representatives for attending.

2
Present & Apologies and/or Absent

Apologies were received from Cllrs Cox and Thomson which were duly accepted by the Council Members.  

3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests – None received.

4 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs – None received.

5 Approval of the minutes – Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes circulated by the Clerk.  Cllr Rushton proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Taylor – all agreed. Resolved. The Chair duly signed the Minutes.

6 Councillors’/Clerk’s update reports from matters reported at the last Meeting – No reports


7
Unitary Councillor’s report – Cllr Davies was no present.

8
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Street lighting – items to report (& update on previously reported items): – Lights reported at the last meeting have been attended to.  Light in High Street opposite junction with Symonds Way is flickering. Clerk to report. 
ii) 
Play area – Councillor update – no costings received from contractor to date – Cllr Faulkner to chase. No regular safety checks are being carried out.  Clerk to forward template for checklists to Cllr Faulkner.  
iii)
Grounds Maintenance – Public liability insurance proof has been requested.  Quotes for replacement signs reviewed.  Cllr Faulkner gave an overview of the firms which quoted. Cllr Faulkner to request visuals and samples from the companies.  To take forward to the next agenda.
Grounds maintenance tender received – hold on file until September for review.
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9
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: Queens Croft sign has now been fixed.  
ii) 
The Clerk brought to the attention of the Councillors that backyard chickens have been sighted in the garden of a property in Cheswardine. This is contrary to current regulations as issued by DEFRA which state that all domestic birds should be housed until 28th February to reduce the risk of Avian Flu. Latest case reported in Condover. Owners not complying with regulations are being fined.  
ii)
Hedge cutting – works to be completed prior to end of February.  Clerk to forward details of contractor to Chair.  Councillors reviewed the maintenance of amenity land within the parish – considering any other areas which may need maintaining in the future.  Expression of interest form to be completed and returned to Shropshire Council.  Maintenance grant for £500 for maintenance to be applied for.
iii)
Cheswardine Sewage Treatment works upgrade – Presentation from Severn Trent – Item brought forward to public session.
iv)
Amenity Land Transfer – Expression of Interest – discussed under item 9 ii).
v)
Footpath diversion – No objections subject to landowner agreement.

10
Housekeeping

a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
 i) LJC: 15th February meeting ii) NSAC 20th February – Cllr Taylor cannot attend – SAMDev consultation will be presented; iii) Parish Hall Committee – no meeting; iv) Town & Parish Council Forum: 
b.
Proposed schedule of meeting dates for 2017 – Councillors reviewed dates.  All agreed schedule. 
c.
Community Policing: Request for parking to undertake local property marking service – either day ok but if Sunday big breakfast on – park in playing field car park. Clerk to reply to police.
d
Policies – review /adopt – clerk presented new policies for implementation.  Clerk to review grant giving policy and application forms.  

11
Planning
i)
Applications: 

· None received  for inclusion on agenda
17/00131/TCA  (validated: 12/01/2017)
Address:  Old Castle Moat , Lawn Lane, Cheswardine, TF9 2RN
Proposal:  Fell 10No Leylandii (G1); Crown lift to 5.5m 7No Oak (G2). also reduce over extending branches to alleviate end loading weight to the south west over road by 20% to prevent branch failure and fell 1No Silver Birch (T1) within Cheswardine Conservation Area
Applicant: Mr Bartlett
This application was received post agenda application. Councillors could not therefore discuss the application, however the contents were noted.  
ii)
Decisions:  
· 16/04010/FUL  (validated: 06/09/2016)
Address:  Old Castle Moat , Lawn Lane, Cheswardine, TF9 2RN
Proposal:  Erection of extensions and alterations to existing dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission
iii) Local Plan Review – Details of the upcoming review information provided by Shropshire Council and circulated by email to all Council Members.
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12
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information – circulated for information & consideration
ii) 
Payments: To receive invoices for payment inc those received post agenda publication (as listed below)
iii)
Budget/Precept setting: Discuss /Approve – Cllr Taylor gave councillors a review of the budget and expenditure including a forecast for this year end and going forward. Councillors reviewed the budget and considered a precept request of £20495 for 0% increase for a band d property.  Cllr Faulkner thanked Cllr Taylor and the Clerk for their work on the accounts and budget.  Councillors discussed overall spend and the level of reserves forecast to be taken forward.  Councillor Stallard proposed and Cllr Stanley seconded applying for a precept to keep a 0% increase for residents in the council tax. All agreed, Resolved.  Form duly signed. 
iv)
DD form for future payments to HMRC for completion- Clerk to circulate form.

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.

	30/12/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£294.81
	SO

	30/12/16
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£73.70
	100999

	10/01/17
	J Stanley Photography
	Website hosting fee reimbursement
	£74.25
	101000

	10/01/17
	A Stanley
	Postage costs
	£6.45
	10001


Application received from St Swithun’s church for £600 for churchyard maintenance (10 cuts).  Councillors considered the request against the copy of accounts provided.  Cllr Faulkner proposed that the clerk requests further information regarding how much money is collected under the specific voluntary scheme for cemetery maintenance from parishioners. Seconded by Cllr Stallard.  All agreed. Resolved.  
Cllr Taylor proposed the payment of all invoices, including the Clerk’s salary,  Cllr Stallard seconded this proposal, all agreed.

13
Correspondence (to include courses and meetings)
SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes/Future Fit updates etc:  Distributed by email
Councillors discussed a request to hold a boot camp on the playing field – The request stated that permission had previously been given – Councillors queried who granted permission?  Councillors agreed that they were aware previously delegated authority had been given to the Clerk to grant permission – Clerk to check if applicant  still wants to use the field.  To invite applicant to attend a Meeting.

Elections training – Clerk to attend.
Parish Hall Board of Management submitted a request for solar panels for the roof – Councillors discussed the proposal and agreed that a meeting request be made between the Board of Management and representatives from the Parish Council to receive information as proposed by Cllr Stanley, seconded by Cllr Taylor. Cllr Stanley to arrange.  Councillors agreed that 2/3 representatives from the Parish Council should attend to discuss budgets and proposals. Cllr Rushton asked to investigate possible costs involved – It was agreed that Cllrs Taylor, Stanley and Stallard to attend and provide a report for the next Meeting to enable discussion. 
It was noted that a request had been received from Sovereign to inspect the play equipment – Clerk to decline. 

Further letter sent to S Platt – no response received.  
14 Parish Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

Community speed watch scheme




















There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 9:48pm.

