

Chairman:
Cllr P Taylor
Cllrs:

Cllr J Hodder; Cllr P Stanton; Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr A Thomson
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr R Gittins
Minutes of the Cheswardine Parish Council Meeting held on 16th November 2021 at Cheswardine Parish Hall

1
Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation          
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The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:30pm.  One member of the public attended the Meeting along with PC Ambrose who reported that the mobile policing unit is still visiting local villages.  SmartWater is still being rolled out by the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office.  Since the last Meeting he has visited the Red Lion following concerns raised.  PC Ambrose discussed priorities raised for the Local Policing Charter. Speeding isses were raised. Cllr Gittins confirmed that speed data collection tests have been requested for Soudley and Cheswardine. A 30mph speed limit has been requested for Soudley.   This will need to be assessed by the Safer Road Partnership team.  

2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 
1972 s94)
No declations or requests for dispensations were received. 
3
Co-option of Councillor

Councillors discussed the current vacancies. It is hoped that applications will be received in writing for the next meeting. 

4
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  19th November 2021 (Local 
Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Stanton proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

Cllr Gittins confirmed that following a meeting in Market Drayton to discuss a possible electoral boundary review it was confirmed that this will be put on hold.  It is likely that an electoral divisional review will be undertaken in the first instance.  The Clerk asked if Cllr Gittins could check this information for the Council as it has been suggested that if Shropshire Council is able to recruit more staff, the two reviews may be undertaken concurrently.

6
Unitary Councillor’s report
 
Cllr Gittins announced the launch of a Household Fund for people in difficulty. This will be open until 31st March 2022.  It is aimed at assisting with food/energy and essentials.

Shropshire Councili hs put in a bid to Central Government for £98m to fund plans for a green county wide bus service.  Urban buses would be electric with rural buses being powered by hydrogen (these are much lighter than electric buses and more suitable for the county’s weak bridges). 

7
Housekeeping 

a)
Allotments – Tenancy agreement – update (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)
A new agreement has been sent to the Allotment Society. 

b)
Feedback on Land Registry application

Cllr Taylor preported that this is now complete for the playing field.  A statement needs to be sent to the Land Registry in relation to the small piece of unregistered land at the bottom of the field. Cllr Taylor proposed that this was done, seconded by Cllr Stanton, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Cllr Taylor to organise. 



c)
Parish Council logo – to enable Councillors to consider a logo for the Parish Council
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Councillors discussed using an easily identifiable logo for the Parish Council to link all of its communications and profile image.  Cllr Taylor was asked to investigate this and report in December. 

d)
Facebook – to enable Councillors to discuss a social media page for the Parish Council

Cllr Taylor asked the Councillors to consider ways in which the profile of the Council could be raised.  Councillors discussed a read only Facebook page for the Council to post periodic updates onto to create  snapshot of the Parish Council’s current projects/undertakings and achievements.  ChesChat is used currently and this could continue. Cllr Taylor proposed investigating a Parish Council Facebook page, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Cllr Taylor to investigate.

e)
Defibrillator installation – Signage update

Cllr Faulkner provide the What3Word reference for the new defibrillator at The Wharf for the purpose of a new location sign for the unit.  
The Clerk reported that HeartStart Midlands has checked the Red Lion unit and found that the battery was in need of replacement.  The replacement was authorised as a health and safety emergency. The invoice will be presented for payment at this meeting.  The cabinet is no longer fit for purpose and also needs to be replaced. The Councillors considered the cost of £480 + VAT.  Cllr Taylor proposed authorising the expenditure, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order.  

f)
Loss of clerk protocol/business continuity risk assessment & personnel committee terms of reference

Councillors agreed to move this forward to December’s Meeting.
Councillors discussed the Strategic Objectives plan that is currently in draft form and debated putting it on hold or implementing so that any projects could be included within the budget setting as both operational costs and reserve expenditure should be budgeted for.  Councillors agreed to set a timeline within the Plan.  To take forward to December for further consideration.

g)
Bus service update


Cllr Stanton gave an update on the first few weeks service giving numbers using the service, how many have used bus passes to pay for their fares and how much actual revenue came in.  The total expenditure for the Parish Council for 3 weeks service is £70, income was £18 so the total is £52.   New timetable to be put onto the website.  

North Salop Wheelers have asked the Parish Council to become members at £25 which Councillors approved. Cllr Faulkner expressed thanks to Cllr Stanton for his efforts arranging the service.  

h)
Grant application documents presentation
Clerk to remove part of the documentation available online in order to make the process clearer.

i)
Accounts software: to enable Councillors to discuss new report format/distribution
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the reports generated from the new accounts software favourably.

8
Parish Matters 

a)
To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps:


Cheswardine School - report 

Cllr Stanton gave his report: Governors Autumn meeting on Thursday.
Finance Committee meeting confirmed Budget for 3 classes for next 3 years based on 46 children on roll at Cheswardine. This is helped by Government Sparsity funding for small rural schools.
Undergraduate (Keele University) now working on project to increase numbers on roll.
Initial report on Thursday at Governors Meeting.

Parish Hall report  - Shop lease update
Cllr Stanton gave his report: Community Shop Lease now in place for 6 years dated 3rd November 2021.
Fire Marshall training being organised for Hall and Shop (use of extinguishers in a fire).
Many clubs underway at the hall. Latest started today - Crafting !
Barleys café is regularly full (Monday and Friday).

c)
Street lighting – Replacement column light update LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301)
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An installation date for the new column is still outstanding from Eon.

d)
Playing fields /Playground – to enable Councillors to discuss inspection report and action work if required

The latest annual playground inspection was circulated to the Councillors via email. Fields in Trust will no longer inspect the area following the transfer to the Parish Council.  The new bin was noted by the Inspector.  Only 3 minor concerns were noted in a report in excess of 70 pages in length.  Cllrs Taylor and Hodder will review the matters raised. 

The Clerk will arrange for a quote from another firm of Inspectors for next year. 

e)
Grounds maintenance – to report any concerns/issues

No matters were raised.

f)
Chipnall Oak Tree: To enable Councillors to discuss condition of the tree and propose any action necessary

The Clerk confirmed that the tree is the responsibility of Shropshire Council. The Tree Department will be arranging an inspection. The tree does not have a preservation order on it. 
The Clerk was asked to find out if the Tree Department would inspect the tree outside the Parish Hall. 

9
Highways/Environmental Health matters

a)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures
Cllr Tylor rised concerns about the Red Barns Junction. The visibility mirror cannot be used to mitigate road safety issues.  The alterations made to the junction by Highways a few years ago were discussed.  There are no warning signs to alert motorists of the upcoming junction.  A Highways site visit was requested.  A reminder was also requested for the horse rider signs requested for Goldstone some years ago.  Action: Clerk to request site visit and a date for the signs to be installed. 

b)
Speed checks – update on request for checks 
Checks have been requested for Soudley and Cheswardine. 

10
Finance

a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information

Councillors confirmed receipt of the reports. Cllr Taylor confirmed that the accounts reconcile to the statements.  Expenditure was checked against the budget.  It was noted that it was over in fixed equipment purchases due to purchasing  a new cctv system for the Hall and additional playground equipment.  Grants are over by £400 due to funding the Hall fence and a donation to the School and Guides.

b)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
Cllr Taylor proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/10/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£359.97
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/11/21
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£90.00
	101291
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/11/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£29.54
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/11/21
	Groundforce
	Maintenance
	£150.00
	10129
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	31/10/21
	PG Skips
	Bin Hire/Emptying
	£25.54
	10129
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	
	
	
	
	
	


c)
Adult gym equipment –application for a Severn Trent Wellbeing Grant update
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Cllr Thomson reported that he is checking the quote received from the equipment supplier to ensure that it has not increased before applying for the grant.  The Councillors thanked Cllr Thomson for his efforts. 

d)
Bus service –update on service in conjunction with NS Wheelers (Transport Act 1985 106A)
Covered. 

e)
Bank mandate update & telephone banking applications – update
The Clerk reported that the mandate has yet to be updated. 

f)
Budget review

The Clerk was asked to update the budget figures and re-run the reports with a 2% and 5% uplift for comparison for the December meeting. 

g)
Wharf defibrillator installation costs – confirmation of responsibility

Cllr Faulkner has been unable to establish whether the Wharf would like their costs repaid. 

h)
Approval of payment to North Salop Wheelers

Cllr Stanton proposed a payment of £70 to NSW, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. 

i)
Approval of group membership of North Salop Wheelers

Cllr Stanton proposed that the Parish Council becomes a member, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. 

j)
Poppies – request for additional stock update

The Clerk will arrange for extra poppies to be posted. 

k)
Internal audit tender

A tender was received for the 2021-22 internal audit. Cllr Taylor proposed accepting the tender at £175, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. 

11
Correspondence

To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins
a)
Garden party nominations – Councillors were asked to send nominations to the Clerk.
A climate change update was noted.  

Cllr Taylor reported that the metal milestone needs re-lettering. Councillors asked him to arrange for a quote for consideration. 

12
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)

a
Applications 

None received

b
Decisions 
21/03423/FUL Masefield, Goldstone, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 2NA

Proposal: Conversion of outbuilding to dwelling

Decision: Grant Permission

21/04420/FUL 3 Copelea, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 2RX

Proposal: Erection of single storey side and rear extension following demolition of existing

Decision: Grant Permission
 
13
Items for December’s Meeting Agenda

Budget/precept requirement
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14
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 
1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 
grounds 
that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential 
information

a)
To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters 
No items were raised for discussion. 

b)
Employment committee terms of reference
To take forward to December.  

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:02pm.

. 

Next Meeting date 14th December 2021

