CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at the Parish Hall on 

Tuesday 17th May 2017





Chair:



Cllr A Stanley;

Councillors Present: 

Cllr S Cox; Cllr S Stallard; 
Clerk:



Mrs M Joyce



Annual Parish Meeting


1 For electors of the Parish to raise any issues of interest or concern

Cllr Stanley opened at 7:30pm. No members of the public were present.  Unitary Cllr R Gittins was in attendance.  
The Clerk reported that an email had been received concerning the Chairs report from last year – the Clerk does not have a hard copy or electronic to put on the website.  No Parish Hall BOM report is displayed on the website either.  The Clerk confirmed that there is not a copy of either report on file so is unable to display.  The email also reported that the bins on the playing fields are not being emptied often enough – Clerk confirmed that this has been reported.   Furthermore the cctv signage has been removed.  Councillors confirmed that the new signs ordered for the playground re now in place with cctv mentioned.  The last point raised was that the cctv equipment was donated – The email queries to whom it was donated and does it feature in the Parish Council insurance schedule.  Council to take forward to discuss. 

2 Report from the Retiring Chair
Cllr Stanley gave his report: 

Good Evening fellow Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen. I would like to welcome you to the Annual Parish Meeting.

It has been my pleasure to be Chair of the Parish Council since August 2016 following the resignation of Howard, as a Councillor and Chair, and would like to thank him for his service on the Council. 

I would also like to express my thanks to Eileen Hill for her service to the community and who left the Council in January, and not forgetting her husband Mike, who sadly left us 12 months previously.

Cllr Bill Rushton decided not to stand again in the elections earlier this month and we all thank Bill for his valuable contribution to our debates, hopefully we have not seen the last of Bill!

Thanks also to Sharon who has been Vice Chair.

During my time we have dealt with the departure of the previous Parish Clerk and have had the good fortune to welcome back to the fold, Melanie as our Clerk.

We have also seen the retirement of Bernard who’s service over and above his duties did much to maintain the neat and tidy appearance of our village.

We have continued to report problems on the highway network and maintain our streetlights. The play area continues to be monitored and the playing field and hedges looked after.

The signage around the playing field is about to be replaced as it has reached the end of it’s life and some of you may have noticed we are getting a new sewage works curtesy of Severn Trent!

Once again we have kept the Parish Precept, the amount requested by Parish Council aspart of Council Tax, the same at approx. £20,500, a nil increase.

During the year we have supported village activities such as the Fun Run, Childrens Art Group etc. as well providing funds for the church yard maintenance and Parish Hall.

We have also successfully applied for and received funds of approx. £1,300 for improving our IT provision and online activities as required by central government.

All the information about the Parish Council appears on our website and we are hoping soon to be able to provide the Parish Hall with free Wi-fi.

We currently have reserves above the level of the precept at around £26,000 however, we have been advised by Fields in Trust to budget for possible legal costs in the future of up to £10,000 as the lease on part of the Playing Field comes to an end and we acquire the freehold.

As things stand we now have 3 vacancies on the Parish Council so I would urge anyone, especially the younger members of our community, who has an interest in our area to consider joining us. Please contact Melanie in the first instance.


3
Unitary Councillor’s Report
Cllr R Gittins introduced himself to the Council members.  We look forward to welcoming Cllr Gittins at our Meetings throughout the year.  Cllr Gittins thanked everyone for turning out to vote.  Elected with 76% of the vote.  Cheswardine and Childs Ercall joint first in being his strongest areas.  Aims to get superfast broadband into more areas and to improve mobile phone coverage.  Owen Paterson will be visiting the area on Friday in connection with the general election.  Wants to target fly tipping issues also. Peter Nutting is the new leader of Shropshire Council. Deputy leader is Steve Charmley.  Here to support the PC in any way possible.  
Cllr Stanley reported fibre was installed into the village a couple of weeks ago.  Initially a little faster but it appears to have slowed and drops out regularly.  Openreach engineer attending on Friday.  Councillors discussed broadband provision locally.  
cllr Gittins reported Shropshire Council does not have the governance for mobile signals but continue to lobby for improved signals.

4 Other group reports
Reports received from the Parish Hall BOM, table tennis club and children’s arts club: 

CHESWARDINE PARISH HALL BOARD OF MANAGEMENT - CHARITY NO. 522487

ANNUAL REPORT 2017
Firstly I would like to thank the officers  of the Board of Management  for all the work they do – all unpaid and very time consuming.

To Doris for running the booking diary ,meeting the hirers and keeping the hall so clean.

To Bernard & Sally who have taken over the outside of the hall, keeping the grass and hedges cut and the borders full of flowers.

To every one who supports the hall, many in quiet unassuming ways that very few people know about.

To the Parish Council who granted us a sum on monies which covered the insurance for the hall, which is the biggest annual outlay.

Last year the bookings kept up well and various events were held ranging from a Ladies Night to Pantomime and many parties and weddings. One lady who was of a certain age donated her birthday monies to the Church and Parish Hall and we have bought a small freezer. This was much appreciated.  A new event for this year will be The Hobgoblin Motor Cycle Side Car Club meeting over 4 days at the end of June. Although this is a private booking anyone who is interested in motor bikes will be made welcome; they are very nice people and real petrol heads. Hopefully this may bring in more of the same type of 4 day bookings

The monthly Dance club and weekly Table Tennis Club  give all their income towards the upkeep of the hall; as long as there are no major outlays we keep ticking along.

Thanks to Mal & Roz the Dog show was an outstanding success and raised funds for the hall which was match funded by Lloyds TSB. Mal & Roz have decided to have a rest from organising the Dog Show and the Board is extremely grateful to them and their helpers over the years.

Luckily the Show will still go on – Sunday September 3rd -  with a new organiser = please support it- there will be other attractions as well.

The Board of Management and  Parish Council looked into installing solar panels on the hall roof but owing to the cost of installation and low feed in tariff  this didn’t appear to be financially feasible.

Finally; the hall was given to the parish for the use of all parishioners so please support fund raising events . Every organisation may nominate two members to serve on the Board and new blood ( preferably younger than the present members) is very welcome with new ideas .

TABLE TENNIS

Table tennis is held weekly on Wednesday mornings and we have an average attendance of 12 people.  It is a very happy group and all monies are donated to the Parish Hall

CHILDREN’S ART MORNINGS

These have taken off very well and the numbers rise at each event. Although the parents do have to accompany the children we would like more adult helpers.

All drinks and sweeties are donated at each event.

~0~

There being no further business Cllr Stanley closed the meeting at 19:55pm.
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1 Election of the Chairperson 
Cllr Stanley asked for nominations. Cllr Stanley nominated Cllr Stallard.  Cllr Cox seconded Cllr Stallard, all agreed.  Resolved. Acceptance of Office form duly signed.
2 Election of the Vice Chairperson
Cllr Stallard nominated Cllr Stanley, seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed.  Resolved.
3
Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a) 
Representative on Local Joint Committee 

b) 
NSAC/SALC Representative 
c) 
Helicopter Liaison Group

d) 
Parish Hall BOM
e)
Emergency Planning Committee (if required)

To defer until the June meeting due to low numbers present.


4
Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a
To transfer monies between bank accounts with HSBC

b
To issue dispensations in relation to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

c
To give permission to groups requesting to use the playing fields for organised activities
Cllr Stanley proposed all of the above, seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed. Resolved.


4 
Welcome and Present, Apologies &/or Absent
Cllr P Taylor; Cllr A Thomson: sent apologies.  Cllr Faulkner was absent.  
5 
Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and/or any other Interests

None received.

6
Dispensations of DPIs (if appropriate)
None
7 
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th April 2017
Cllr Stanley proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate copy of the Meeting,  Cllr Cox seconded  - all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.
.
8
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No items brought forward
9
Public Session 
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No members of the public were present.

10
Planning
a
Applications – no applications received
One new planning application had been received post agenda – (to be taken forward to the next meeting)

17/01875/FUL  (validated: 15/05/2017)
Address:  Property Known As The Lodge, Ellerton, Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8AW
Proposal:  Restoration alterations and extensions to existing dwelling and erection of new dwelling
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Pariera
b
Decisions - noted
17/00960/FUL  (validated: 01/03/2017)
Address:  Foxbridge Stables, Little Soudley, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NB
Proposal:  Application under section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of an additional 5 dog kennels (retrospective)
Decision:  Grant Permission
17/01174/FUL  (validated: 13/03/2017)
Address:  Goldstone Hall, Goldstone, Cheswardine, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NA
Proposal:  Erection of a detached annex within existing hotel curtilage to provide 4 additional bedrooms, formation of access and installation of septic tank
Decision:  Grant Permission

Parish Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports
Quote for replacement rail still outstanding – defer to June’s Meeting
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention
Report of light out outside the Fox and Hounds – reported by night patrol team; Clerk to report
insurance quotes received from Zurich to add street lights onto insurance – will also be added to he asset register – insuring at £1000 replacement for damage per unit
-
Grounds Maintenance: To bring any matters forward requiring attention: PL Insurance
As requested the Clerk wrote to the grounds maintenance contractor to request a copy of PL insurance – no contact has been made.  Cllr Stallard recommended that unless proof of this insurance is produced the Clerk should write to the contractor to terminate the contract.  The Council should then advertise the tender.  Seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed.  Clerk to liaise with the contractor and Cllr Faulkner.   (Cllr Gittins left the meeting).  
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention – reports of bins not being emptied have been auctioned for attention.  
-
To receive update of works previously requested – verge breakdowns have not been attended to.  Contact signage has now been displayed on sewerage works.
-
Road Closures: to report any received
None received.
8
Housekeeping
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a. Reports from representatives on external bodies as appropriate to include:

 i) LJC:no meeting ii) NSAC: no meeting; iii) Parish Hall Committee – no meeting; iv) Town & Parish Council Forum: no meeting
b.
Review/re-adoption of: Financial Regulations; Standing Orders; Model Publication Scheme; Ico Model Publication Scheme; Press And Media Relations Policy; Grant Giving Policy; Risk Assessment; Asset Register: Cllr Stallard proposed adopting all, (which can review later in the year), Cllr Cox seconded this proposal, all agreed. Resolved
c
Website – To consider items for inclusion 
Clerk requested permission to create a new website with hugo fox for the parish council website. Free of charge to set up.  The Clerk also suggested obtaining a new domain name such as cheswardineparishcouncil.org.uk. Cllr Stanley proposed, Cllr S Cox seconded, that the Clerk should buy the domain name for 10 years and set up a new website to go live as soon as possible after the June meeting.  
Councillors to look at replacement website advertising signage for the village.  
d
Parish Plan update – To enable Councillors to consider/discuss a review
The Parish Plan should be reviewed every 5 years.  Councillors discussed possibilities for updating.  Can be done in conjunction with the Community Enablement Officer. Take to June. 
e
Wi-Fi provision for the Parish Hall – Clerk’s update to enable discussion/provider decision:
awaiting quote from BT. Cllr Stanley has liaised with intercity for an alternative quote.  Will do on a purchase order.  Will take to the next meeting to compare quotes.  
f
Co-option of Councillors – Discuss vacancies
The Clerk advised that the Council can co-opt from June.  Advertising on notice boards and website.  Need to find more places to advertise.  2 parishioners have expressed interest.  Councillors to follow up and invite to the June meeting.

9
Correspondence (to include courses and meetings)
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes/Future Fit updates etc:  acknowledge those received by Clerk and 
distributed by email – noted
Flying Fox Marathon – request permission to pass through village – have notified necessary authorities – Councillors raised no objections to the proposal.
10
Finance:
i)
To receive and approve year end accounts
Cllr Stanley, Cllr Cox proposed accepting the year end accounts. All agreed.
ii)
To receive and approve Internal Auditor’s report
Councillors noted the Auditor’s recommendations and agreed to implement the recommendations during the year.  Cllr Stallard, seconded by Cllr Cox, all agreed.
iii) Completion of Annual Return annual governance statement. Clerk read statement the Annual Governance statement and the Councillors answered positively to all questions.  Completion of the Annual Return was proposed by Cllr Stallard, seconded by Cllr Stanley all agreed. The Chair duly signed the Annual Return

10 Finance cont
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iv) 
Payments: To receive invoices for payment inc those received post agenda publication:
To receive quote for replacement playground rail – quote still outstanding.

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.

	30/03/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s salary
	£294.81
	SO

	30/03/17
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£73.70
	101017

	04/05/17
	Zurich
	Insurance
	£596.64
	101018

	28/04/17
	Eon
	Repairs at The Comptons
	£187.02
	101019

	28/04/17
	Eon
	Repairs at jnct Symonds Way
	£171.62
	101020

	17/04/17
	J Hoole
	Hedge cutting – playing fields
	£132.00
	101021

	08/05/17
	T Lucas
	Litter collection
	£56.00
	101022

	24/03/17
	A Stanley
	Expenses 
	£29.99
	101023

	/1505/17
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£165.00
	101024

	16/05/17
	RDS
	Signs
	£1345.40
	101025

	Date
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	

	28/04/17
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£20,495.00
	


Proposal to approved all payments (including Clerk’s salary) was made by Cllr Cox , seconded by Cllr Stanley, all agreed.  Councillors duly signed the cheques.
The Clerk informed the Councillors that she had moved funds (£16,000.00) between accounts (into savings account) following receipt of the Precept – The transfer was duly approved. 
11 Items for inclusion in next Agenda

-
 An opportunity for Councillors to bring local concerns/matters forward for future discussion/ consideration
Items to take forward as listed.
There being no further business, Cllr Stallard thanked everyone for attending the Meeting and declared it closed at 9:56pm.

