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1 Chairman’s welcome & announcements
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The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:30pm, welcoming everyone to the January Meeting of the Parish Council.  

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest:
Two members of the public attended the Meeting.  A resident raised awkward parking outside Ellam Piece along the roadside.  The resident expressed the view that this behaviour is especially dangerous when it is icy as it causes issues with sight lines when exiting the junction onto Haywood Lane.  Parking on the roadside is not restricted in this area although it is not permissible to block the footway or obstruct the junction.  The residents stated that they wished to make the Parish Council aware as they were concerned that this issue may cause an accident.  Cllr Gittins suggested keeping a log of any issues ie near misses etc.  
 
3 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations were received.  


4 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th December 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Hodder proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  Resolved. 

5 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s 

Cllr Gittins reported ongoing issues with the Highways Department in the battle to have the bins emptied in Copelea.  He has received the same response from Highways for the last 2 months.  He has raised this matter with several senior Members at Shropshire Council.  Councillors discussed the matter and how a resolution could be reached.  Cllr Hodder raised the matter of a contractor’s complaint that he suffered an injury emptying one of the bins.  He has been trying to establish the nature of the injury but is not receiving a response.  Councillors discussed raising this with other agencies/departments.  It was agreed to leave Cllr Gittins to pursue this matter for a short time longer. Councillor Hodder and Taylor to empty the bins in the short term.  
b)
Parish Councillors’
Councillors reported from the Board of Management Meeting.  The Parish Council’s response to the request for the Parish Council to take out a Public Works Loan Board loan to finance the refurbishment of the Hall was discussed.  Prior to any decision being taken more information must be provided ie 3 quotes for any proposed works and evidence of community support for the scheme which would require an increase in the precept to cover the cost of any PWLB loan being taken out.

   

c)
A41 Safety Campaign 
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Cllr Gittins and Cllr Thomson attended the last meeting in December which was well attended by the Police, Fire Service and Parish Councils which have the A41 running through the parishes.  The emergency services see driver behaviour as more of an issue rather than the road itself ie issues at junctions such as loss of concentration.  The Police and Crime Commissioner has surplus monies generated from speed cameras which could be utilised for safety campaigns.  The next meeting will be held on 7th February at Stoke Heath Village Hall.  
 
6
Parish Matters: 
a) 
General Maintenance and or Repairs:  to include
-
Recreation Field/Playground: Any remedial work required: 
Goal posts – waiting for better weather to carry out the remedial work.
Playground inspection raised that some bolts needed caps. Cllr Hodder has sourced the caps which will now be fitted.  
-
Street lighting – to enable Councillors to review the updated inventory/discuss possible upgrade and numbering system
Cllr Stanton presented his street lighting inventory.   He has established that there are 28 lights in Cheswardine, 3 in Soudley and one in Chipnall.  A further 18 Shropshire Council lights are in Cheswardine.  24 lights are non LED.  The Clerk has forwarded this to Eon for a quote to upgrade the lighting to LED.  Cllr Stanton was thanked for undertaking the inventory.  The light outside The Brambles on the High Street has been reported for repair. 
-
Grounds Maintenance
The Clerk confirmed that the Contractor has been re-appointed as per the decision made at the last Meeting. 
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention: 
-
To receive update of works previously requested. The potholes outside in Chipnall by The Bungalow have been reported for repair.  The issue in Soudley with flooding outside Mossfields and opposite Whitehouse Court has been reported and the drainage team were sent out yesterday to investigate.  Cllr Gittins is following this matter.  
-
Litter bins – to enable Councillors to consider condition of bins/replacements: Discussed under item 5a) above.
c)
Cold weather danger zones  - list provided by Cllr Millar.  Highways have responded that the areas are considered 2nd tier and not included for routine gritting.  Cllr Taylor suggested compiling a map of the locations. The Clerk suggested putting a grit bin in strategic locations. Grit bins to be added to the map so that people can be made aware of potential hazard points and the nearest bins.  Map to be sent to Highways.  Cllr Millar to be asked to do the maps. 
d)
Adoption of phone kioks – update
The clerk reported that the contract was ready to sign and payment for the 3 kiosks had to be made tonight for £3.  The Clerk has requested permission to install defibrillators into two kiosks.  Councillors considered where to install the defibrillator at the Hall.  To consult the Hall Committee’s opinion.  
The pads for the defibrillator at the Red Lion need replacing in June.  
e)
Road closures: No notifications received

Recent issues with BT wires having been damaged by another contractor were discussed by Council Members.  

7
Housekeeping
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a. Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
i) NSAC – no meeting held 
ii) 
Parish Hall; - report given
iii)
Helicopter Liaison Group – Cllr Faulkner to attend in March 
b.
Website – any items for inclusion to be brought forward

c
VE Day event – Cllr Stanton reported a lukewarm local enthusiasm for marking the event (8th May  2020).  Cllr Taylor reported that he is providing voting slips for residents to vote for a bench or 2 trees to mark the WW1 1914-18 commemoration – A plaque for the bench could be done to mark VE day.  
Cllr Stanton reported that the Severn Trent free scheme event at Soudley Farm was a great success.
d
Appointment of a Solicitor to act on behalf of the PC to enable the transfer of the recreation field from Fields in Trust)
Cllr Taylor proposed the appointment of a Solicitor to check over the Deed of Dedication from FIT. Clerk to appoint, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed.
e
Parish Council Facebook page – to enable Councillors to discuss
Cllr Taylor raised creating a Parish Council Facebook page.  The Clerk recommended having a one way feed only to ensure control over content.  The page could be used to convey important local information such as road closures etc.  Councillors discussed having administrators for the page and regular monitoring.  Councillors agreed to investigate further and include this item on February’s agenda.  
f
Place Plans – to enable Councillors to discuss the Shropshire Council document

Councillors were asked to review the document and report in February.

8
Planning 


i)
Applications: None received

ii)
Decisions: None received
9
Finance:

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	30/12/19
	Employee
	Salary
	£326.42
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/20
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£81.61
	101186
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/01/20
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£28.20
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	08/01/20
	Whitchurch Rural PC
	Contribution to Clerk’s SLCC membership
	£37.83
	101187
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/01/20
	BT Payphones
	Adoption of x 3 kiosks
	£3
	101188
	Telecommunications Act 1984

	20/01/20
	J Hoole 
	Hedge cutting
	£180
	101189
	Health Act 1980s142

	
	Heartstart Midlands
	Defibrillators
	£6264.00
	101190
	Public Health Act 1936 s234


i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information 
ii) 
Payments: To receive invoices for payment inc those received post agenda publication
Cllr Hodder proposed all payments for approval (including the salary), seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed in accordance with the mandate.
iii)
Budget/Precept: To enable Councillors to agree the budget and agree the precept requirement for 2020-21 
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Cllr Taylor reported that £22,229 can be requested to maintain a 0% increase. 3% would give £932 extra £22,895.  Councillors considered the budget and likely expenditure for next year.  The budget was prepared on basis of the same precept as last year.  Councillors considered the possible street lighting upgrade plan.  £5k is being spent on the defibrillators.  The Clerk suggested keeping contingencies for asset 
replacements ie playground equipment, noticeboards etc. Councillors considered the level of reserves held.  Members expressed contentment with the level of reserves held and anticipated expenditure.  Cllr Gittins recommended considering eventual playground equipment replacement as well as other assets.  The Clerk recommended 3 year financial planning.  Councillors agreed to examine the assets and anticipate lifespans and replacement costs.  To consult the asset register and determine a 3 year plan over the course of the next year.  Councillors discussed the disposal of the mower.  Cllr Taylor proposed 0% increase in the precept seconded by Cllr Hodder £22,229 to be applied for. The Clerk and Chairman signed the precept request. Clerk to submit the request to Shropshire Council.  
The Clerk confirmed that she has completed the Charity Commission Annual Return.  
iv)
Bank mandates – the Clerk will provide the forms for circulation as not all Councillors were present. 
v)
BT phone kiosk adoption – to sign contract and authorise payment

vi)
Defibrillators – update
The Clerk has received the invoice for the defibrillators. She advised that installation of the defibrillators would have to wait until the telephony equipment has been removed. 
The Clerk to transfer monies between accounts to cover the invoice for the defibrillators on 4th February in order to ensure sufficient funds are available in the account, as proposed by Cllr Taylor, Cllr Stanton seconded, all agreed. 

10
Correspondence (to include courses and meetings)
SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes/Future Fit updates etc:  received by Clerk and distributed by email: 
Buckingham Palace Garden party nominations: Cllr Stanton proposed nominating the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. 
STW tree packs: covered under previous item.
Email regarding Ellam Piece: inappropriate car parking: Councillors discussed the matter raised in the public session and via email, regarding cars parking on the roadside outside Ellam Piece.  Clerk to ask Highways to assess the junction to establish if this is causing a danger to traffic.  

11
Parish Matters/Items for inclusion in the next Agenda
There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:25pm.

Date of the next Ordinary  Meeting of Cheswardine Parish Council Tuesday 18th February 2020 

